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Jackson Calls For
Mourners To Join
Rainbow PUSH For
Gun Control

Sean Taylor
WASHINGTON (NNPA)
- Thousands filed into
the Florida International
University Arena Monday to
mourn the tragic, death of
Washington Redskins star
safety Sean Taylor.
He died in a Florida
hospital after he was shot in
the leg during a break-in at his
Miami home Nov. 28. Four
men are charged with his
killing.
“Even champions live in
danger. Ndt all of us are safe in
our own house/ said the. Rev.
Jesse Jackson, among the
speakers at the funeral. “Our
American house is on fire.
We've accepted violence as the
norm. It must be rejected/4
Jackson has fought for
stricter gun laws over the past
year. He has called for the
renewal of the Brady bill
which would ban assault
weapons and place restrictions
on the sale of other firearms.
“One day it's Columbine.
One day it's Virginia Tech,”
Jackson said. “Now it's Sean
Taylor. We're slow learners.
We're in a hole looking for a
shovel when we need a rope.
We need a new game plan. We
need a stronger defense ...
We're all the safety now. NFL
players, you must play
the safety between your

community and violence now.
If we learn from his death
we've saved many a
touchdown. In your living and
dying you still inspire us to
win the big game.44
Meanwhile,
over
the
weekend, Jason Mitchell,
Venjah Hunte, Charles
Wardlow and Eric Rivera Jr.
were charged with felony
murder, home invasion and
armed robbery. They are being
held without bond. According
to reports, police say they have
more than one confession in
the killing that snuffed out the
vibrant young life.
“God, take care of Sean
until we get home,44 said
Redskins coach Joe Gibbs.
“He had an excitement for life
that is going to live forever.44
According to police,
Taylor,; 24; < and his 4 fiance,
Jackie, were sleeping with
their 18-month-old daughter
when they heard a noise in the
house, located in the upscale
Palmetto Bay suburb. Taylor
grabbed a machete or knife
that he kept by the bed, his
fiance said, and locked the
bedroom door.
But the intruder kicked the
door in and fired twice,
striking Taylor in his leg in the
femoral artery, a major blood
vessel. The fiance and the
child were uninjured as Taylor
bled to death.
Taylor's fiance told police
she tried to call 911 from the
house line, but it had been cut,
said Vinny Cerrato, Redskins

TAYLOR

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Holiday Bash

Members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
CHALLENGER CORRESPONDENT

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Zeta Gamma Zeta Chapter, of
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc.
recently gave their annual
Holiday Breakfast and Fashion
Show at the Hilton St.
Petersburg Bayfront. The
festive occasion was a chance
for the Zetas to come together
to reconnect with each other,
fellowship with the community
and an opportunity to highlight
their latest social cause, which
is to inform the community
about strokes and heart attacks
which in recent years are
prevalent in the! AfricanAmerican community.
Zeta
chapter president
Alma Bell gave a heartfelt
welcome. Commentator
Daphne L: Miller was the

epitome of graciousness as she
led the program. Guests were
treated to a sumptuous buffet
breakfast, while the Hank
Ashwood Duo played softly to
the appreciative crowd.
The fashion show featured
local models wearing clothes
from Catherine’s and from their
personal wardrobe. The show,
entitled “Dawn to Dusk,
Affordable Elegance,” featured
apparel that included professional/church, sports attire,
playwear, and semi-formal
fashions. A surprise participa
tion of the Zetas prompted
vigorous applaud when they
were asked by Ms. Miller to
model on the runway. They did
not disappoint. One by one,
they proudly paraded across the
stage in their trademark colors
of royal blue and white.
The annual event success
fully highlighted the devastat

ing, debilitating effects that
Strokes can cause. Strokes and
heart attacks are the number
one cause of death among
blacks. Guest speaker, Dianna
King, director of the cultural
health initiative at the American
Heart Association, introduced a
short movie narrated by the Dr.
Martin Luther King’s late
daughter, Yolanda King. It
showed the catastropic effects
that strokes cause, including
paralysis and slurred speech.
“We feel that this is very inter
esting and we’re hoping to help
our community recognize the
seriousness of strokes,” said
Chapter President Bell.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.,
was founded in 1920, at
Howard University in
Washington D.C, and is the
sister organization of Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity. The sorority
has always been innovative and

has achieved groundbreaking
success by becoming the first
sorority to charter international
chapters including those in
West Africa and Germany.
Their mission statement
notes the altruistic purpose of
assisting the community
with
charity
services,
providing
scholarships
and
offering civic and cultural
programs. Their national theme
is Z-HOPE; Zetas Helping Other
People Excel.
Locally the
sorority donates clothing to
women to assist them during job
interviews and a program called
“Storks Nest” which they partner
with the Pregnancy Center on
22nd street South, to “help
expectant mothers have
healthy babies.” Previously,
their Zeta Youth Group also

ZETA
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Benjamin Jenkins will be
performing in the lead role
as Sky Masterson in GUY
AND DOLLS, Jr., December
6-9,2007, at the Tampa Bay
Performing Arts Center,
1010 N.W.C. Maclnnes
Place, Tampa, FL. Since the
age of 10, Jenkins has been
acting, dancing and perform
ing on stage with Lakewood
Drama Club and The
American Stage. His passion
for acting, began with the
Black History Pageant under
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the leadership of the late
Reverend Peggy Peterman:
The American Stage has
given him many opportuni
ties to enhance his acting
skills in different aspects of
the theatre. “He is a star in
the making,” said Julie Rowe
of the American Stage. “Ben
Jenkins has been part of the
American Stage family for
over three years. He has
played a variety of roles in
our summer camp including
leads in Les Mizerables,
Honk, and Once on this
Island as well as showcasing
his acting abilities in genres
ranging from Shakespeare to

improvisation.”
Jenkins is also an
apprentice in the Theatre
Troupe at Youth Arts Corps
where he works with
American Stage Teaching
Artists on acting technique,
theatre history, and scene
study. He is also a member
of the newly formed
American Stage Youth
Ensemble which is
composed of a group of
advanced students who
continue their theatrical
training at American Stage
throughout the school year

JENKINS
continued on pg. A5
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Just recently, the
U.S. House of
Representatives • seemed to be
riding to the rescue of U.S. homeowners with its Mortgage Reform
and Anti-Predatory Lending Act of
2007, which passed by a com
manding margin.
Back in March, the National
Urban League addressed the
unfolding subprime lending
debacle through our Homebuyer’s
Bill of Rights well before the issue
started to trigger shockwaves in
international credit markets and to
send hedge fund analysts to the
unemployment line. At that time,
policy makers and government
officials were reluctant to support
greater regulation to give the
market a chance to correct itself.
Guess what? It didn’t happen.
But the chamber didn’t quite
send struggling homeowners their
knight in shining armor. But some
kind of help is better than nothing
at all, I guess.
But What about the hundreds
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DEADLINES
All news items, advertising copy and related
art submitted for publication on Thursday
must be at the office of The Weekly

Challenger no later than 4 p.m. Monday
COLUMNIST'S DISCLAIMER
The views expressed by The Challenger
columnists/advice columnists do not
necessarily reflect the views of
The Weekly Challenger. By publishing
such columns, The Challenger is not
advocating the following of any advice

Real Estate and Urban Policy
found that African-Americans
were four times as likely as whites
to hold subprime mortgage loans
in the New York City metropolitan
area.
In our Homebuyer’s Bill of
Rights under The Right to Be Free
from Predatory Lending, we threw
our support behind H.R. 1182, the
“Prohibit Predatory Lending Act,”
sponsored by House Financial
Services Committee Chairman
Barney Frank of Massachusetts. It
served as a basis for the legislation
that passed the House earlier this
month until last-minute lobbying
by the mortgage industry knocked
some of its teeth out.
One provision added to quell
industry concerns would prevent
borrowers from suing Wall Street
firms in state courts where protec
tions are often stronger for abusive
lending practices.
“The lack of Wall Street
accountability is particularly
troublesome,“said John Taylor,
president and • CEO of National
Community Reinvestment Coalition.

“While Wall Street has piled up

BYEARLOFARI
HUTCHINSON
Two things will
happen within forty
eight hours of each other. One is
infuriating. The other one should be
cause for celebration and uplift. The
first is the return of nappy head ho’
shock jock, Don Imus to the
airwaves. Two days before Imus's
triumphal return, marks the date
fifty two years ago, December 1,
1955, that Rosa Parks refused to
give up her seat to a white man on a
Montgomery, Alabama bus.
Her courageous stand against
segregation was a monumental
turning point in the civil rights
movement. It should have sent the
lasting message that the fight
against the horror of bigotry, intol
erance, and racial hate must never
cease. Imus's blaze of glory return
is a huge sign that intolerance is not
only alive and well in the media
business, but also among many
more who cheered him on and

ducked, dodged, deflected attention
from, or flat out defended his
bigoted remarks.
Re-enter Rosa Parks. What
better way to kick back at these
twin evils than to declare December
1, Rosa Parks Human Rights Day.
Business leaders, school adminis
trators, and elected officials should
and could encourage students,
workers, and residents to reaffirm
in word and deed their commitment
to tolerance and diversity.
Parks' courageous and longoverdue beat down of Jim Crow
segregation staked out the moral
high ground for the modem-day
civil rights movement. It was
classic good versus evil.
Still, as America unraveled in
the 1960s in the anarchy of urban
riots, campus takeovers arid anti
war street battles, the civil rights
movement and its leaders fell apart
too. Many of them fell victim to
their own success. When they broke
down the racially restricted doors of
corporations, government agencies

and universities, middle class
blacks, not the poor, were the ones
who rushed headlong through those
doors. Civil rights organizations
and black politicians defined the
black agenda in increasingly
narrow terms: affirmative action,
economic parity, professional
advancement and busing replaced
battling poverty, reducing
unemployment, securing quality
education, promoting self-help and
gaining greater political empower
ment as the goals for all AfricanAmericans.
Parks worried that young
blacks had absolutely no sense and
appreciation of the titanic battles
that she and the civil rights leaders
waged to make America live up to
its much-betrayed promise of
justice and equality. In a reflective
interview many years after the bus
boycott, she did not absolve herself
and other blacks of her generation
of blame for failing to pass on the
torch. She called for a redoubling of
the effort to make young blacks, as

or suggestion expressed.
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billions of dollars in earnings and
bonuses on defective or negligent
mortgage products, the taxpayers
are increasingly paying for their
mistakes. Homeowners across the
country have lost billions of
dollars in home equity due to
falling house prices.”
At the other end of the
spectrum, the Mortgage Bankers
Association predicted that the leg
islation would result in fewer
home loans being issued nation
wide. “Have no doubt, this bill
will limit credit availability and
options for thousands of
Americans who want to grab their
share of the American dream of
homeownership. It will eliminate
tools that millions of Americans
have used to become successful
long-term homeowners,” said
Kieran P. Quinn, the MBA’s
chairman.
Far too many Americans of
color have watched their dreams
of homeownership turn into their
worst nightmares. However, at
this stage in the game, a watereddown effort is better than nothing
at all.

Vigilance Against Bigotry And Intolerance
Demands A National Rosa Parks Day

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$40 for 1 year

SINGLE COPY
25 cents

of thousands of households who
have and will be foreclosed upon?
According to Realty Trac, foreclo
sure filings in the third quarter
were up 100 percent in 2007 over
2006, and up 33 percent over the
second quarter. By the end of
September, nearly half a million
properties had entered some stage
of foreclosure nationwide - or one
per 196 households.
Just a few years ago, black
homeownership hit historic levels
- nearly 50 percent - and has
fallen steadily since: The decrease
obviously has something to do
with the surge in subprime fore
closures over the past few years.
The Center for Responsible
Lending estimates that one out of
five subprime loans taken out in
the past few years will go into
foreclosure.
In 2006, the center estimated
that blacks were 31 percent more
likely to hold subprime loans than
whites with similar credit histories
and that they were four times more
likely to get higher interest rates.
A recent study by New York
University’s Furman Center for
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she put it, know what it means to be
black in America today. That effort
shouldn’t stop there. The goal
should be to make all Americans,
all Americans, know what and why
the fight for civil rights was so
important a half century ago, and
why it’s just as important today
The civil rights struggle is now
the stuff of nostalgia, history books
and the memoirs of aging former
civil rights leaders. Times have
changed, and changed drastically.
Parks and the civil rights movement
did much to usher in those changes.
They made race relations in
America more diverse and open and
at the same time more complex and
challenging.
A Rosa Parks Human Rights
Day would answer Park’s call for
eternal vigilance against bigotry
and intolerance, as well as confront
the complexity and challenge in
today’s shifting racial sands. A day
in her name is the right call for these
times.

Get Your
FREE Movie Tickets
to “The Perfect Holiday”
The first fifty (50) NEW subscribers to
The Weekly Challenger will receive a pair of

tickets to a special showing on December 11
2007 of “The Perfect Holiday” starring

Queen Latifah, Gabrielle Union,

Morris Chestnut and Terrence Howard.

Drop by the office located at
2500 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays between the
hours of 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
This offer is provided by The Weekly Challenger
in conjunction with Allied Advertising
Offer valid November 26,2007 through
December 06,2007 to new subscribers only
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MSNBC “Hardball” Host To
Deliver Commencement At
Stetson Law December 15

Readers Choice
Boor Review
Tangela Murph-Bailey

I

Owner - Readers Choice Bookstore

1

BOOK SIGNING SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 12-2 p.m.
“The Power Of A Pregnant
Man" offers a unique look into
what it means for a man to
become pregnant with inspira
tion. This inspiration, in it's
germinative form is like a seed.
The seed prospers into a fertile
vision. Colin A. Forde, a
husband, Father, CEO and
Tampa resident has provided
his insight into what it means
to be a pregnant man. To grasp
the concept presented by the
author is to understand what
male maturity is really about.
Central to the author's
thesis is the understanding of
what he terms the "nucleus
factor." The nucleus factor
suggests a man must know that
God is the center of his life.

Forde lays the foundation for
understanding the pregnant
man based on understanding
that one's dreams or aspirations
are a form of a "seed". This
allows him to provide a com
prehensive road map by which
a man can prosper his dreams.
When dreams become a reality
based on protecting and
honoring one's vision, Forde
offers that the nucleus or Godcenter cannot fail a man, rather,
provides a special fulfillment
that extends beyond the dream
itself. This is the stage at which
a man has given birth to a
greater sense of himself
through his faith in God and in
his God-ordained vision.
This well written book

should also offer insight to
women who are curious about
the makeup of men and what it
takes for men to maximize
their potential in order to
become godly husbands and
fathers.
Mr. Forde will be auto
graphing his book Saturday,
December 8th, from 12 noon to
2pm. The book signing takes
place at Readers Choice Books
and Expressions located at
4301 34th Street South Suite
102 at Maxi Mall. Readers
Choice Books is a store front at
Maxi Mall.
Readers Choice Books and
Gifts Expressions is open 7
days a week. Ph. 727-8673696.

Application Deadline Fast
Approaching For The
2008 Youth Leadership Forum
TALLAHASSEE - The Able
Trust is currently accepting appli
cations for the 9th annual Florida
Youth Leadership Forum (YLF), a
prestigious leadership conference
for high school students with dis
abilities. The event will take place
July 24-27, 2008 in Tallahassee.
The deadline to apply for the 2008
YLF is Friday, December 7,2007.
Each year, The Able Trust
selects 50 young people with
wide-ranging disabilities to spend
four days learning about selfadvocacy and leadership skills to
live independently after high
school. The goal of the forum is
to give high school students with
disabilities the resources and
encouragement needed so that
they may reach their full potential
in all aspects of their life. Students
selected as delegates to attend
YLF will receive free travel to
Tallahassee, lodging and meals.
The event is co-sponsored by The
Able Trust and die Florida
Developmental
Disabilities
Council.
The forum also offers students
the opportunity to interface with
government dignitaries, YLF
alumni, professionals from diverse
career
backgrounds
and
community leaders with disabili
ties. The YLF is held at Florida
State University’s
Southgate

Campus Centre dormitory. Here,
students will participate in interac
tive workshops focused on team
building, career development,
community and individual leader
ship, disability history and self
advocacy. They also participate in
social activities to build their self
esteem, make new friends and
have fun.
“This is a unique opportunity
for students with disabilities to
learn the skills they need and the
resources available to them to
achieve their goals after gradua
tion,” said Kristen Knapp, vice
president of public relations for
The Able Trust.
The Florida Youth Leadership
Forum is part of a national initia
tive that was started in 1992 by the
California Governor’s Alliance for
the Employment of Disabled
Citizens. Today, over 30 states
replicate the YLF in an effort to
develop a national network of
young adults with disabilities.
Current high school sopho
mores and juniors with disabilities
are encouraged to submit an appli
cation to participate as student
delegates. Applicants should
demonstrate the ability to work
well with others, adapt to new sur
roundings and follow an intense
schedule. Selected delegates will
also represent a diverse mix of dis-

abilities,
gender,
geographic
location and ethnicities. For more
information, visit www.floridaylf.org or contact Alana Hill at
Alana@abletrust.org or 1-888838-2253.
About The Able Trust. The
Able Trust, also known as the
Florida Governor’s Alliance for
the Employment of Citizens with
Disabilities, is a 501(c)(3) publicprivate ‘ partnership foundation
established by the Florida
Legislature in 1990. Its mission is
to be the leader in providing
Floridians
with
disabilities
fair employment opportunities
through
fundraising,
grant
programs, public awareness and
education. Since its establishment,
The Able Trust has awarded over
$20 million to individuals with
disabilities and nonprofit agencies
throughout Florida for employ
ment-related purposes, enabling
over 2,000 Florida citizens with
disabilities to enter the workforce
each year. The Able Trust youth
programs provide career develop
ment and transition to almost
2,000 students with disabilities
annually, helping to, reduce the
dropout rate and prepare young
adults for life beyond high school.
For more information about The
Able
Trust,
visit
www.abletrust.org.

GULFPORT - MSNBC
“Hardball” host Chris
Matthews will deliver the
commencement address to 92
Stetson University College of
Law graduates scheduled to
walk in ceremonies on the
Gulfport, Florida, campus on
December 15. Graduation will
begin at 2 p.m. in the
courtyard at 1401 61st St. S.
. Matthews is a television
news anchor who has distin
guished himself as a broadcast
journalist, newspaper bureau
chief, Presidential speechwriter, and best-selling author.
He is also a regular commen
tator on NBC’s “Today” show.
Matthews has been a visiting
fellow at Harvard University’s
John F. Kennedy School of
Government, Institute of
Politics.
Eleven students have
earned both an M.B.A. and a
J.D, degree. Five part-time
students have earned a J.D.
degree and four students have
earned masters of law degrees.
Among this year’s outstanding
Stetson law graduates are:
Blake Gaylord, Tampa
native, served as a U.S. Army
captain in Operations Enduring
Freedom in Afghanistan and

MSNBC “Hardball” host Chris Matthews
Iraqi Freedom in Iraq.
Corris McIntosh, proud
father and former Brown
University student athlete and
Stetson Black Law Student
Association president, graduat
ing with dual J.D./M.B.A.

Moffitt Seeking Participants
For Green Tea Study
TAMPA - Moffitt Cancer
Center is looking to recruit and
treat 240 men and evaluate
safety and effectiveness
of Polyphenon E, a drug
developed from green tea, in
preventing the progression of
early signs of prostate cancer.
The goal is to also assess if
Polyphenon E reduces urinary
tract symptoms that men expe
rience with this condition.
In July, a team of physi
cians and scientists, led by Nagi
Kumar, Ph.D., director of
Nutrition Research at Moffitt
and associate professor in the
College of Medicine at the
University of South Florida,
received a $3.6 million grant
over five years from the
National Cancer. Institute
(NCI).
Studies of Asian popula
tions demonstrate that green tea
consumption may be one of the

CHECK OUT

reasons they have the lowest
risk of prostate cancer
compared to the Western
world. Recently, animal and
laboratory studies have identi
fied specific substances in
green tea called epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG) as a potent
ingredient that can prevent or
stop the formation and growth
of several human cancers
including prostate cancer.
Researchers at Moffitt
observed that these substances
in green tea function similarly
to Velcade, which is currently
used to prevent prostate cancer,
but without the toxicdties
observed with the use of tljese
drugs. Polyphenon E was
recently evaluated for safety
in human trials funded, by the
NCI. '
To participate in the study
you should be between the ages
of 30 and 80, have had a
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Naaman Johnson, a familiar name in luxury European
automobile circles, has joined Crown representing
Mercedes-Benz. We are thankful to have Naaman on our
staff. Naaman is an outstanding representation of our
company and the customer service principles we believe in.

400 - 49th St South

St. Petersburg, FL

Naaman would likelo invite all his friends, clients and
those who would like a Mercedes Benz purchase
experience “unlike any other” to stop by and say hello.

(727) 327-8309
(727) 328-8309
Mon.-Sat. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
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,
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biopsy-proven high-grade
prostatic intraepithelial
neoplasia (HGPIN), have no
prior history of other cancers
(other than nonmelanoma skin
cancer), have no history of
liver disease, and have the
ability to take the study drug
and comply with scheduled
monthly visits for one year.
The Moffitt team includes
Drs.
Julio
Pow-Sang,
Wade Sexton, Said Sebti,
Aslamuzzaman Kazi, Kathleen
Egan, Michael Schell,
Gwendolyn Quinn and Theresa
Crocker. Other participating
institutions include the
University of Chicago,
Jefferson Regional Medical
Center in Philadelphia and the
James A Haley Veterans’
Hospital.
To sign up to participate in
the study please call 888MOFFITT.

NAAMAN JOHNSON

OUR $7.99 DINNERS

MID PENINSULA SEAFOOD

degree.
Emily Morgan, speechlanguage
pathologist
and
award-winning moot court
board and alternative dispute
resolution board mediation
team member.

1

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com
6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg

(727)527-5731

477876-01
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Cherin L. Stover

Going For The Green: USF
Class Presents Environmental
Recommendations

2^

A

on how Clearwater implements

University of South Florida

green practices and initiatives,

is our calling.”
We wanted to engage the

graduate-level

along with what advances can

university in a project that will

be made.

help us identify our strengths

..

CLEARWATER-

environmental

class will present recommenda
how Clearwater can become

Get The Most
Out Of Your Paycheck
• represents up to a 40% pay
increase for some workers

• Workers who did not take

• can turn a $6 per hour job

past, but were eligible to

Free tax preparation is
available at community
sites through the
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA)
program

do so, can claim it for up to

•Volunteers

Did You Know... ?
The Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC)

utility payments

How You Claim the Credit
• You must file a tax return
advantage of EITC in the

into an $8 per hour job
• raised 4.1 million individ

million children - above
the poverty line (2005)

•70% of EITC claimants

-

including

2.2

How Workers Use the
Credit

$85 - $120 for electronic

thejob

environment is changing, and

City Hall Chambers, 112 S.

the City of Clearwater. Areas of

we at the City of Clearwater are

Osceola Ave. The USF (Tampa

study

included conservation,

trying not just to teach people

campus) offered this course as

transportation, environment,

how to be more environmental

part of its Masters program for

energy, green building codes,

ly aware, but also to do it

the Fall 2007 semester, and it

education, recycling, solar

uses the City of Clearwater’s
and

power, etc.
“It is the goal of every gen

ourselves.
The presentation at the City

sustainability as a case study.

eration that they leave a better

broadcast live on C-View TV

The course focused on

place for their children to live,

and can also be accessed using

practices

meeting

Council

will

be

community-based research for

said Mayor Frank Hibbard. The

the streaming video feature

prolonging urban development.

environment is no exception.

of the

city’s

website,

refUnd in 7 - 12 days
through e-filing

masters course, entitled Going

just protecting our environ

Environmental

Enhancing

ment. We are blessed with

Chesney, (727) 562-4742, or

Sustainability

natural resources, but they are

the

office at (813) 974-9079.

Fourteen

for

Green:

the

money they are entitled to;

Environmental

no expenses involved

in Clearwater. The final report

finite. We need to conserve

includes student perspectives

them for future generations this

Please call the Wealth Building

Coalition

Sanderlin Center 727-321-9444

• Buy food and other basic

or more
- There is no guarantee that

needs

Agreement, recently signed by

www.MyClearwater.com.
For more information, call

- Processing fee can be $80

expenses

be Thursday, Dec. 6, 6 p.m.,

committed to improving not

- Very high-interest loans

cover

way people think about the

As a city, we need to be

medical

• Help

Council of

Mayors Climate Protection

most out of your paycheck.

a steep price:

• Cover child care costs

with the U.S.

tainable. The presentation will

USF

Manager

Media

Ed

Relations

preparation sites and get the

• Fast refund loans come at

order

more green-friendly and sus

receive

Claim EITC at FREE tax

filing

• Keep a car in working

sustainability, said Ed Chesney,

students

can

• Taxpayers receive ALL the

• Average fees range from

and weaknesses for community

completed the graduate-level

•Taxpayers

use paid tax preparers

• Pay for transportation to

trained

addressed

many of the issues associated

Environmental Manager. The

environmental

under IRS guidance

three previous years

Free Tax Preparation is
Available

uals

are

students

The

tions to the City Council on

at

the

James

Children Artists Create
Puzzles Of Peace

B.

for further information.

tax refund will equal loan

• Keep current on rent and

ST. PETERSBURG - The

amount

Florida Holocaust Museum is

perfect
scents

Park

personal thoughts, peace doves

Pinellas

and more.

School, Richard L.

Elementary

Sanders

School, Ridgecrest Elementary

pleased' to present Pieces for

More than 900 bay area

Peace, a community outreach

children ages Pre-K through

Center

art project that features giant

12th grade participated. The

Safety Harbor Middle School

puzzles

students

by

designed

Classes

students.

local

from area

used

a

of

variety

artistic media to create their

schools received 28 oversized

designs.

puzzle

used

for

Gifted

Club,

Art

Studies,

Rampello

Sam

Downtown Partnership School,

Some drew pictures,

Shore Acres Elementary

images

and

School, Shorecrest Preparatory

assembled, form a 4’ x 6’ panel.

magazine cutouts, and others

School, Tampa Preparatory

Children were asked to depict

wrote

School,

what peace means to them on

poems or famous quotations.

each puzzle piece.

The following schools partici

Canterbury School of Florida,

pated in this year’s project:

Walker Middle School, and
Wellington School.

that,, when

pieces

The exhibition, which is on

digital

personal

thoughts,

Springs

Tarpon

Fundamental Elementary, The

2,

Academy Prep Center of St.

Easygoing. Elegant Energetic. Mary Kay

2008, is the Museum’s holiday

Petersburg, Admiral Farragut

The Pieces for Peace exhi

has just the right scent to express your style.

gift to the community. The

Academy, Bell Shoals Baptist

bition is presented by Kane’s

Museum will host a holiday

Academy,

open house

Big

display

Call me to experience the wonderful fragrances
designed for all the moments in your life. Ask

about our men’s fragrances too.

through

January

on Thursday,

(727) 866-6621
(727) 403-0144

please

information,

public and all the

artists and their families are

Magnet Program, Booker
Middel School, Visual &

Museum honors the memory of

invited to attend.

Performing Arts Magnet

millions

Program, Classical Christian

women and children who

children

colorful

and

often

&

Performing

for

School

the

Arts

Arts

intricate details, all in a variety

International, Hillel School of

of art media.

Tampa, James

contact Andrea Moore at 727-

820-0100, extension 232.
Holocaust

Florida

The

suffered
Holocaust.

of
or

innocent, men,
died

The

in

the

Museum

St. Petersburg College.

’WMB

11

1

1

Sanderlin

dedicated to teaching members

Mildred

of all races and cultures to

Elementary

School,

recognize the inherent worth

and

Northside Boys and Girls

and dignity of human life in

pictures. Among the designs

Club, Pasadena Fundamental

order

are a melding of world flags, a

Elementary

Elementary

a complete picture; others'are a

Helms

collage

of

thoughts

of peace,

poems,

B.

School,

Pinellas

to

prevent

future

genocide.

County Jewish Day School,

' 1j;

3
JFJlimWI
j Efi Ikl la
www.siicoiiege.

St. Petersburg College

s

Gladiators who are interested in

25th class reunion on June 13th

participating and/or planning

and

14th,

2008

in

St.

The reunion committee is

looking for alumni to partici

iliiiii

pate in this special event. Any

Class of 1983 is planning their

Petersburg.

> 1

2... ....... J

is

School,

Some puzzle

pieces, when assembled, form

The Gibbs High School

§
| |

. Excellence in education since 1927

more

Visual

Gibbs High School
Class of 1983

or certificatefrom

sianiaH. #.

Furniture Corporation. For

f

Put new life into your

new year with a degree

Woods

YMCA, Booker High School,

ribbon

N ew year,
new life. ib\

Sisters-Cypress

event is free and open to the

There are 25 panels, which

Independent Beauty Cpnsultant
www.marykay.com/dspeights

Brothers

December 6 from 7-9 p.m. The

feature

Dianne Speights

Big

this special event should

contact Deborah Figgs-Sanders
at 727-420-2819 or send email
kevmardan@msn.com.

"Blessed is the
season which
engages the
whole world in
a conspiracy
of love."
~ Hamilton Wright Mabie

T-SHIRTS . UNIFORMS . SPORTSWEAR . FAMILY REUNIONS . MEMORIALS

PHi (727)823-2500

PH: <727)768-7529

sc

UNIVERSITY

WE GOT IT I ”

CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM NEEDS
1550 16TH ST. S
EML: SCORPIOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS . SCREEN PRINTING . EMBROIDERY . BANNERS . SIONS & MORE I
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JENKINS

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

continued from front page

P U O ill..

Courtesy of

Thursday December 6,2007 Gibbs Class of 1963 Special
Call Meeting regarding the 45th Class Reunion, 7 p.m. at
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 1301
37th Street South St. Petersburg. For additional informa
tion contact Thomas “Jet" Jackson at 727-893-7494.
Saturday December 8, 2007 Tampa Bay Association of
Black Journalists celebrating Holiday Press Suite Volume 1.
Get the word out on your organization or just mix and mingle.
Time is 6 p.m. at the Good Luck Caf6, 190 7th Avenue in
Ybor City. For more information, call 727-709-6026.
Friday and Saturday, December 7 and 8, 2007 The
Chocolate Nut Cracker, the largest community performance
will be held at the Mahaffey Theater in St. Petersburg.
December 7, there will be a School Performance at 10:30
a.m. for day care, public and private. December 8, Public
Performance at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Group rates and
discounts available. For more info call Life Force Cultural Arts
Academy, 727-216-3519 or lifeforcechocalate@yahoo.com.
Saturday December 8, 2007 Dali Store Holiday Open
House. Dali Museum, 1000 3rd St. S. 9:30 a.m.’to 5:30

p.m. Music, refreshments and holiday gifts for sale.
www.salvadordallmuesum.com or 727-823-3767.
Saturday, December 8,2007 The Rotory Club presents The
Lighted Boat Parade at The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Holiday spirit and music fill the air as lighted and
decorated boats cruise by The Pier and around the
downtown waterfront. Free, www.stpetepier.com or
727-821-6443.

while also planning a variety of

Benjamin is the son of

performances.
“In whatever setting, Ben

Reverend Walter and Cynthia

Jenkins, and a sophomore at

is always a joy to have in the

Lakewood High School PET

rehearsal room. He is a leader,

Academy. He is a member of

a role model, and a joy to

the

5000

Role

direct. He is always prepared,

the

Drama

Club

positive,

never

International Thespian Society.

ceases to lend a helping hand.

He is also a member of First

I have so enjoyed watching

Mount

Ben’s growth as an actor and

Baptist Church where he sings

an individual over the last three

in

years. I know great things are

Times:

and

kind,

the

Zion

choir.

onstage or off! He is a delight

and, also 3 p.m. on the 8th. For

and we’re so happy to have

additional

him

with

him,

us

at

American

information

Stage,’’ Rowe continued.

Sunday, December 9,2007 Family Day at The Arts Center,
719 Central Avenue, 1 to 4 p.m. Hands on activities, puppet
making, artists demonstrations and much more fun for kids
of all ages. Free, www.theartscenter.org or 727.822.7872

Saturday, December 15,2007 Dicken’s Carolers. The Pier,
800 2nd Ave. N.E. from 4 to 6 p.m. Holiday musical cele
bration. Free, www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

ZETA

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa Bay that will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from 6 a.m. -1 p.m.

continuedfrom front page
assisted at Enoch Davis Center

• Midday cafe plays today's R&B and classic soul music from yesterday. 1 p,m. -7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as we walk you back down memory lane listening to your favorite music. 7 p.m -10 p.m.

offering tutoring.

program

The

noted

the

•The Bedtime mix with Intimate sessions is music that is nice, slowand easy 10 p.m. -12 p.m.

early settlers. Located adjacent

passing of sorors, including

annual Christmas Jamboree on

there will be “Pathfinder

to Boyd Hill Nature Park, the

legendary community and civil

Saturday, December 8, from 10

Outdoor Education Tree

Settlement is a living history

rights activist Adelle Vaughn

Jemison

South in St. Petersburg.

Climbing.” You may even
win a professional decorated

museum

visitors can observe and take

community involvement and

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond

Admission is free as a gift to the

Christmas tree at this popular

part in the skills, crafts and

commitment will be a corner

at (727) 821-9947

community from the volunteers

annual event! For more infor

social

at the Settlement.

mation, call 727-893-7326. '

experience

customs

where

of late

stone

19th

whose

from

legacy

which

future

The committee members were

Kay C. Mullen, committee

organization which

Endicott House (1898), a black

chairperson; Benita E.

cent of holidays at the turn of

accepts as its mission to authen

smith, saw mill, sugar cane shed

Swanson, fashion show coordi

the century. Throughout the day,

tically recreate the life styles of

and pole bam. These buildings

nator; Alma Bell, Emma C.

County

have been the backdrop of Civil

Cavin,

promises a fun-filled afternoon

for the whole family reminis

volunteer

Brantley

. Building

enjoy the sounds of the season,

Pinellas

hayrides, hot apple cider and

through the relocation or recre

War

sugar cookies while shopping

ation of period buildings and

festivals, antique engine shows

for

holiday

crafts

last

and

education

about

pioneers

the

skills,

enactments,

email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

leaders can pull inspiration.

Century life in west central

(1888),

The Pinellas Pioneer
Settlement is a non-profit,

Christmas

• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

of

Florida. Highlights include the

Jamboree

The

call

813-229-7827.

added treat for the adventurous

•

Performances

December 6, 7, 8, 9 at 7 p.m.

for

store

Settlement’s

a.m. to 4 p.m., 2900 31st Street

Missionary

whether

in

crafts, and social customs of

Pioneer

the

TECO Theatre -

minute gift ideas. Also, as an

Pinellas

and

Sunday December 9,2007 Alumni Singers Annual Holiday
Concert at the Bethel Metropolitan Church, 3455 26th
Avenue South in St. Petersburg at 4 p.m. Free admission
and open to the public. Donations appreciated.

Pioneer Settlement’s Annual
Christmas Jamboree
ST. PETERSBURG - Enjoy

Models,

Rosa

A.

REQUEST LINE (727) 864^1600
OFFICE (727) 327-WRXB (9792)

2060 1 st Avenue North
St. PETERSBURG, FL 33713

Newsbitt,

Eloise T. Thompson, and Lisa

music

Wilson.

and other period events.

CLASSIFIED
HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???
WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

THE BEST rent/option DEAL ever!!

Gospel song piay
DECEMBER 7,8 & 9,7:30 P.M
a

Darius Wilson
Detailing
Custom Detailing
Owner and Operator

FREE ADMISSION

St.Petersburg Florida

Starring Sharon Scott
Directed By Bob Devin Jones
Choreography By Paulette Walker Johnson
Musical Direction By LaTerry Butler

0:727-557-6294
or 727-320-5294
Vernelll964@yahoo.com

Ronald L. Nelson,

pa

ATTORNEY AT LAW

100% RENT CREDIT
__ __________ ____

plus ------------------

OWNER FINANCING
Fully remodeled 2/1 in South St Pete
$l,000/mo rent S150K purchase option

.aMBBhu

CALL 813-345-3912

Attorney At Law
★Criminal Defense
★Traffic Tickets
★Personal Injury
★Auto Accidents

USF

5511 Central Avenue
St. Petersburg, FL 33710
(727) 345-9292 Phone
(727) 345-9299 Fax

288 Office
fSSI Fax
»«* w'« »«>

2202 N. Westshore Blvd.
Tampa, FI 33607
Suite 200

ST. PETERSBURG

The following jobs are currently available:

• Staff Assistant, Auxiliary Services, #15678
• Staff Assistant, Honors Program, #14978
• Asst Marine Captain, #5405 7

*'*' ***•" Mooddiox *»«« m, vaUHtMmt ml wntm*.

For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to teto://www'.stnt.usf.edn/iebs
or visit USF SP Hitman Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. USF is an tonal Qpportunitv/Equal Access/Affirmative
Action Institution,

Tickets available at the
Palladium Theater box office
Monday-Friday: 10 A.M.-5 P.M

UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA

★DUIs

Edwin P. Randolph

Limited Seating
General Admission Tickets are Free
Free Will Offering

Sponsored by the Mahaffey Petfoimi
Foundation. this project is funded«
with the support of the Pinellas Gfl
Cultural Affairs Department, th«H
Council,.and the Pinellas Connall
County Commissioners. this paH

supported by the City of St.

DAI I A IMI I L4IBOXOFFICE (727)822-3590
KA L LA UIU M WWW.MYPALLADIUM.ORG

at ST. PETERSBURG COLLEGE I 253 FIFTH AVE. N„ ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701

MEDIA SPONSOR
ttv/kS

Vj/inivS

2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Sfavros, Hough Family
Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey, Progress Energy, RBC Dain
Rauscher, Sernbler Company, St. Petersburg Times, Ray and Nancy Murray.

<
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HAPPY HOLIDAY TIPS
How To Enjoy Holiday Foods
Without Packing On The Pounds

Deck The Hails Together
For A Stronger Marriage
(SPM Wire) Couples who
participate in, and find meaning
in religious holiday rituals such
as decorating the home for the
holidays or lighting candles,
may be making their marriages
stronger.
So says a recent study that
concluded that couples were
more satisfied with their
marriages when they found
meaning in shared religious
holiday rituals - such as
trimming the Christmas tree or
lighting Hanukkah candles.
After studying 120 eouples,
these findings were published
by the American Psychological
Association (APA).
In their study, psychologists
Barbara H. Fiese, Ph.D., and
Thomas J. Tomcho, Ph.D., of
Syracuse University inter
viewed 120 couples who had
been married for an average of
nine years with at least one pre
school child.
“The couple’s private world
of intimate ties and connections
often becomes public in the
practice of religious rituals,”
said the authors, “and the

couple may reaffirm their con
nection and intimacy through
the practice of meaningful
rituals.”
The couples were ques
tioned about their family rituals
and about the relative impor
tance of religion in their
families as they were growing
up and in their current family.
The couples’ marital satisfac
tion was assessed through such
questions as “Do you confide in
your mate” and “How often do
you laugh together?”
Religion is related to
marital satisfaction through the
meaning created in shared
rituals, according to the study.
The effect was found stronger
than the mere practice of
religious holiday routines or the
degree to which religion is con
sidered important by the
dquples.
Such rituals are often
passed down from one genera
tion to the next, which played
an indirect role in predicting
current relationship satisfac
tion, according to the study.
Some gender differences

were found: Husbands’ marital
satisfaction was more closely
linked to ritual meaning and
wives’ satisfaction was more
associated with the routine
practices surrounding the
rituals.
Sometimes referred to as
the “kin keepers” of rituals
practices, wives usually have
the responsibility of carrying
out the routine and passing
down the practices from one
generation to the next,
according to the authors.
However, husbands’ emotional
investment in these events was
also found to be an important
indicator of marital satisfaction.
The practice of meaningful
religious rituals may be just one
aspect of how families create
meaning in their relationships,
according to the authors.
“In the context of a
changing society in which
marriage is a vulnerable institu
tion, religious ritual practices
may preserve'relationships and
serve as a positive template for
future generations,” they said.

www.theweeklvchallenger.com

USING A BIT OF MAGIC AND A DASH
OF HOLIDAY CHEER QUEEN LATIFAH
PRODUCES “THE PERFECT HOLIDAY"
COMING SOON TO THEATRES
By R. Lane

(SPM Wire) All those great
family dinners and holiday parties
can be a ton of fun. But eating your
favorite holiday foods doesn’t
have to mean becoming a ton of
fun yourself.
Here are some handy eating
tips being discussed this season in
Weight Watchers meetings across
the country:
* Don’t starve before the feast.
Starving for a big dinner can
backfire because it can result in
overeating. Instead, eat a snack
such as a cup of non-fat yogurt, or
a piece of fruit to avoid feeling
ravenous.
* Map out your plate. Try to
fill half of the plate with vegeta
bles, and split the other half

between meats and starches.
* Don’t forget the activity.
Walking is a great way to bum
some extra calories during the
holidays. In addition, if you walk
together as a family, it provides a
chance to catch up with each other
in an undistracted environment.
“Many people think that if
they go off course for one day, then
all of their efforts are down
the drain,” says Liz Josefsberg,
Weight Watchers meeting leader.
“It’s important not to let one day
sabotage your long-term efforts
and goals.”
And here are some ways to get
back on track after the feast:
* Take out the plastic bags
and containers. Freeze individual

portions of favorite dishes so they
can be enjoyed in moderation for a
long time.
* Send the leftovers home
with your guests. They will appre
ciate not cooking for one day and
you’ll appreciate not being
tempted by plentiful leftovers.
* Create some leftover magic.
It’s easy to get bored eating the
same dish day after day.
* Consider turning leftovers
into healthful meals, by combining
them with vegetables in salads,
inserting them into tempting
omelettes or spicing them up with
additional seasonings.
For more free food tips and
exercise ideas, visit www.weightwatchers.com.

e Safe When Decorating
(SPM Wire) Hobday lights
can look great on your tree and
adorning your home’s exterior, but
safety should be at the top of your
list when decorating.
Each year holiday decorations
and Christmas trees account for
almost 2,000 fires and cause more
than $41-million in property
damage.
Many of these fires could be
prevented. Almost a quarter of all
Christmas tree fires are started
because a tree was placed too close
to a heat source. And according to a
recent study by the Electrical
Safety Foundation International
(ESFI) more than 20 percent of
Americans do not turn off lighted
decorations before going to bed.
That’s why the experts at ESFI
are urging holiday revelers to

follow important safety advice
when decorating.
* Before you begin, read and
follow the manufacturer’s instruc
tions concerning installation and
maintenance of all electrical deco
rations.
* Inspect each decoration
before plugging into an outlet.
Cracked, frayed, or bare wires and
loose connections may cause a
serious electric shock or start a fire.
* Prevent shock by plugging
outdoor decorations into circuits
protected by ground fault circuit
interrupters.
, * Avoid plugging in too many
holiday lights and other decora
tions into a single outlet.
* Be careful not to mount or
hang light strands in any way that
might damage the cord’s insula-

tion.
* Use only lights and electrical
decorations that have been certified
by a recognized independent
testing laboratory such as UL, CSA
orETL.
* Before using electrical
products outdoors, make sure the
product is approved and marked
“for outdoor use.”
* Send warranty and product
registration forms to manufacturers
so they can notify you promptly in
case of a recall or safety concerns.
* Turn lights and other decora
tions off when you leave or go to
bed.
For more holiday electrical
safety information, visit the
Electrical Safety Foundation
International online at wwwholidaysafety.org.

New York - (November 26, 2007) Sometimes, it's hard to hove
yourself a merry little Christmas when relationships fail, families

feud and job prospects seem as cold as The North Pole.
Thankfully, a new film "The Perfect Holiday," in theatres

everywhere December 12th, successfully navigates this
treacherous terrain, bringing joy to the world through laughs,

lessons, holiday cheer and a whole lot of love.

Producer and

1101 First Avenue N.

Academy Award3 nominated actress Queen Latifah leads an all
star cast with Morris Chestnut, Gabrielle Union, Academy Award3

in the Grand Central District

nominated actor Terrence Howard, Jill Marie Jones and

St. Petersburg
727-821-1078

comedians Charlie Murphy, Katt Williams and Faizon Love along
for the sleigh ride.
Directed and co-written by Lance Rivera, "The
Perfect Holiday" follows the romantic foibles of Nancy (Gabrielle

Union) a divorced mom who falls for part-time mall Santa and
aspiring songwriter Beniamin (Morris Chestnut). Her kids are
torn; the two little ones love Benjamin. The eldest prefers their

absent, self-absorbed rapper dad J-Jizzy (Charlie Murphy). The

drama, and the fun, escalates when the kids try to play
matchmaker and Benjamin must first pass the test but ultimately

choose between Nancy and the kids and his career.

Wrangling

"We're always looking for ways to introduce

with

self-esteem

in

romantic

lighthearted stories that are true reflections of the African

relationships is just a piece of "The Perfect Holiday's" pie. Family

American family experience/' says Queen Latifah. "This movie
has a message of love. How important love is from parents to

ties get even knottier with the complexity of a single parent
household and all of the emotional needs that must be met. The

children, from woman to man, as well as loving your dreams and

kids want a father to be present, but the question is who that

going for them.

,

There is also a

father J-Jizzy puts his career before

message of hope. These three kids

maintain the hopefulness and
idealism that we as grownups can

*

family. Doting dude Benjamin is
attentive but a stranger to them.
It may be easy to vilify

sometimes forget."
"The Perfect Holiday"

J-Jizzy for his overwhelming self-

explores these issues and more

absorption, but the flip side to nis

with a lot of humor...and heart.
helps

work-oriented ways is evident.
Most adults can relate to docking

highlight the struggles adults find

their hours to get paid at the end of

themselves in, ana possible ways to
ease them and find strength in

the day.

This

deft

combination

family, friends and partners. At the

the whole emotional thing of the
son being exposed to this new

man," says Murphy. "As a kid I

runs

went through that. I was raised by

single

parent

home

efficiently but it leaves little time

a step parent so I went through the

for her.

whole adjustment of a new man. I
Fed

up

with

her

JAINMENT

"I was able to relate to

center of the story is Nancy, who
a

Early Bird
Dinner Specials
5-7 pm Wednesday - Sunday

man should be. Their biological

Schedule

VeJSTeVE 2007

also have a stepson that I. raised. I

loneliness, Nancy tries to make a life for herself and pursues

identify totally with the son rejecting the new guy and the

Benjamin, the mysterious handsome man who pays her a

bonding process that has to take place between them.

compliment in a store. But Benjamin has his own concerns,

Acceptance is the biggest problem. That's real. Very real."

working a part-time job while waiting for his break as a
musidan. Embarrassed of who he is, heleads Nancy to believe

the family. There is also the simple acceptance of the parents

he's someone else.

children know growing apart. "Some kids handle it okay and

at
_ ,
School
Cafe
» vHmet
Kizmei Old
vim
Petersburg

And that doesn't just mean accepting a new face in

,nr.
• Free Champagne « T
cnnri • Prize Give-A-Ways •
SU • BIG. BIG FUM FOR all

some take it very personally," says Latifah. "Most

kids want their parents to get back together just like
I wanted my parents to get back together. I had to
deal with the reality that they had both moved on

but they still loved us."
Ultimately, finding and accepting love
in whatever form you can is the message of the "The

Perfect Holiday."

"At the end of the day," says

» Per

Latifah. This is about keeping that little bit of

Christmas cheer and magic that in this cynical,

reservations

dangerous world we can sometimes forget/
"The Perfect Holiday" opens in theatres everywhere
December 12, 2007.

FA37928
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ENTERTAINMENT

Jam Sessions':
An Old Jazz Tradition!
(A 3-Part Series)
Urgently in need of an
automobile, I spent a lot of
time this past weekend, sitting
in several auto dealers’ offices,
trying to decide which car was
for me. At the same time, I was
also thinking about my music
... JAZZ! I started thinking
about the great jam sessions I
hosted at my home in New
Jersey, about four years ago.
Would you believe, friends
continue to call offering the
use of their homes and
basements, if only I would
return and arrange just one
more session. Those were
swinging
times!
Free
admission, by invitation only, I
invited approximately twohundred jazz lovers twice a
year to enjoy the best in “live”
Jersey Jazz. My motto, “Good
music, good food, and good
people!” rang true.

Rick's 60th Birthday Jam
Session - December 1994
The first Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm was in 1994 to celebrate
my 60th birthday. It was such
a success that I decided to
celebrate every birthday with a
Jazz
Jamm.
Successive
sessions were held either on, or
close to my birthday of
December 3rd, and one on the
Sunday before Memorial Day.
Guests began arriving around
3 p.m. The last would leave at
about 6:30 a.m. There was a
continuous flow of musicians;
some from as far South as
Virginia and Washington, DC.,
also, from Philadelphia, New

York, Connecticut, and New
Jersey. There was no telling
who might show up. We
welcomed the famous and the
not-so famous. Musicians who
were working, finished their
gig, and came to play, A
minimum of 20 to 30 jazz
musicians showed up
addition to at least 10
vocalists. It was one big
happening which many con
sidered to be Jersey’s “Musical
Event of the Year!”
Keeping in step with great
jazz, a lip smacking soul food
buffet was offered along with a
choice
of desserts
and
beverages. I usually started
preparing and freezing food
two to three mbnths before the
event.
You might wonder where I
got the idea to host a jam
session.
Well, the thought
occurred to me when I was
about 9 or 10 and living in
Newark. I lived next door to
the Darden family. Walter and
Bobby played in the Drum &
Bugle Corps of the Newark
Elks. Walter played alto
saxophone and Bobby played
drums. I watched them march
through the streets. However,
fellow members
of the
marching band often visited
them. During these visits they
played
their
instruments.
Some musicians who today are
jazz legends, were part of the
group, including tenor saxo
phonist Wayne Shorter, trom
bonist Grachian Moncur III,
tenor
saxophonist
Hank
Mobley, and drummer Charlie
Persip, to name a few.
For
this
article,
I
researched jam sessions prior
to, but specifically during the
1930’s, at which time, the
public was experiencing eco
nomically depressed times,

in

and speak-easies in cities like
Kansas City were jumping
with jazz music, and musicians
set up clubs as personal exper
imental laboratories of jazz. It
was common for musicians
working with various bands to
get together in nightclubs,
after work to play and duel it
out in jam sessions. A typical
formula was for several
musicians
to
jam
and
improvise on a single tune,
whether it was a blues tune, or
a simple harmonic progres
sion, Since, they were not
hampered or restricted by time
or contractual obligation, they
were able to experiment relent
lessly testing each other in a
communally
gratifying
exchange. You may remember
seeing this happen in the biog
raphical movie “Bird,” the
story about jazz legend,
Charlie “Yardbird” Parker.
In weeks to come, I plan to
cover such areas as defining a
jam session; the difference
between “sitting in,” and “jam
Sessions;” how to prepare for a
jam session; tunes singers
should avoid; tunes frequently
played by musicians at jam
sessions, and a lot more. So,
stayed tuned and make sure
you pick up next week’s
edition
of
The
Weekly
Challenger.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! You may
visit my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705

YOU
don’t
have to
be a
hero to
be a
HERO

December 20 (Christmas Edition)
Reserve Space by 4 p.m. Monday, December 17, 2007

Deadline for Advertising Copy - 12:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 18, 2007

December 27, 2007 (New Year Edition)
Reserve Space by 4 p.m. Friday, December 21, 2007
Deadline for Advertising Copy - 12:00 p.m. Saturday, December 22, 2007
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SAVE THE DATE !
National Council of Negro Women, Inc
22nd Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.^
Leadership Breakfast
«

If you think free food
and prizes are fun,
just wait until you start
saving money too.

Jeff Ifash, President/CEO
Progress Energy, Florida
Honorary Chair

.
'

Date*. Monday, January 21, 2008

N ow Open in South St. Petersburg!

Place*. St. Petersburg Coliseum
v
535 Fourth Avenue North ■ ~
St. Petersburg, FL .

Visit Us During Grand Opening Week December 3-7
2120 34th Street South at the northeast corner of US 19 and 22 nd

Avenue South in the Twin Brooks Shopping Plaza

Theme: Remember! Celebrate! Act!

■ Register to win a color TV or one of ten $50 Walmart gift cards

A Day On, Not A Day Off!!!

■ Refreshments throughout the day oh Friday December 7'th

■ Special radio appearance by The Beat 95-7 FM Friday December '7 th

•
■ >■

Speaker: Dr. Crystal Kuykendall

;

from II am to I pm

‘’Educator, Attorney, Human Relations Expert and Powerful Presenter"
Tickets*. $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

The first IOO people living within the

branch area who join during grand opening week
will receive $5 to open their membership.

To

Purchase Tickets or Reserve Tables

Visit joinsuncoast.org and click Pinellas County for the boundary map.

Contact:

Dianne Speights, Coordinator

Who's Eligible To Join Suncoast? Anyone who lives, works, attends

Mary Clowers, Co-Chair Thomas Whitlock, Co-Chair

school or religious services in South St. Petersburg. (Please visit

727-896-6556 or ncnvvstpetegyahoo.com

joinsuncoast.org and click on Pinellas County for a boundary map.)
People age 55 and older, and employees of many local businesses.

Immediate, family members can join too. 1

'

Suncoast Schools Federal Credit Union

5 On January SI 2* Si Petersburg will celebrate the national holiday honoring
Dr. King’ a legacy of tolerance, peace, and equality.

WHERE SMART PEOPLE KEEP THEIR MONEY.

www.joinsuncoast.org

National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section
- U Signora Farris, President

800-999-5,887

NCUA

Co-Sponsored by City of St Petersburg ■
.................................................................... hi........ ............ ■■■■■

■

■

Lj Mercedes-Benz

Mercedes-Benz

Price &
Experience
Guarantee

For the finest purchase experience,
simply contact our Business

Development Agents by phone at;

Visit us online at:

Lokeyautos.com
Or come see us m person at:

19820 US Hwy 19 N
Clearwater

your sales/serviee appointment,
schedule a 15 minute appraisal
or receive specific information
about our vehicle inventory.

Our guarantee to you;

Victor Young
General Manager

• We will beat any dealer’s

advertised price In the country
or pay you $1,000.00*
• The easiest way to shop
• Give you the best purchase

19820 U.S. Hwy 19 N. • Clearwater

experience
• The most knowledgeable staff
in the market

Mercedes-Benz

www.Iokeyautos.com
Pre-owned: 866-296-6655 • Service: 877-253-9627

‘Competing dealer’s offer must be signed and authorized by dealer. Trade-in not included. In-stock units only.
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LAST WEEK’S SCORES

Saints Fumble On Trick Play, Helping ucs
Come Back, 27-23

Bucs vs. Saints
BY BRETT MARTEL
NEW ORLEANS (AP) Sean Payton and Jon Gruden
both took calculated risks.
Symbolic of how this season
has played out for their teams,
Payton's risk backfired for the
New Orleans Saints, while
Gruden's all but won Tampa Bay
the NFC South Division.
Devery Henderson fumbled
an awkward toss from Reggie
Bush on a trick play, allowing
backup
quarterback
Luke
McCown to drive Tampa Bay
for a touchdown with 17
seconds left that lifted the
Buccaneers to a 27-23 triumph
over New Orleans on Sunday.
Executed cleanly, Payton's
call might have produced a
backbreaking first down as the
Saints sought to run out the last
three minutes with a 23-20 lead.

Instead, Tampa Bay's Javon
Haye recovered the fumble at
the Saints 37.
Three plays later, when
Tampa Bay faced a fourth-and-1
at the Saints 28, Gruden first
sent out his field goal team to go
for the tie, then called them back
and sent the offense out again.
Earnest Graham gained a couple
yards to extend the winning
drive.
: "It shows coach had a lot of
faith in us and I am glad he had
the confidence in our line to take
it to them,“ Graham said. ' 'The
call won us the division. We are
in the driver's seat now.“
The victory gave Tampa Bay
(8-4) a three-game lead in the
NFC South Division with only
four games left.
New
Orleans
(5-7),
meanwhile, is now on the brink
of missing the playoffs after
going to the NFC championship
game a season ago.
"That's a disappointing loss
and probably the worst job I've
done as head coach since we've
been here,“ said Payton, now in
his second season as a head
coach. "Obviously, I regret the
play call. It cost us the game.“ ,
Gruden by contrast, could
do little wrong. With Jeff Garcia
hobbled by a bruised lower

back, Gruden started McCown,
who until this week had been
third-string.
Making his first start for
Tampa Bay and fifth of his
career, McCown completed his
first 15 passes and wound up 29of-37 for 313 yards and two
touchdowns.
The winning score was a
quick 4-yard pass to Jerramy
Stevens, who had to outleap
Jason Craft in tight coverage to
make the catch.
"We tried to not play
defensive with a young quarter
back playing in his first game in
a long time. Luke McCown
responded/* Gruden said. "We
knew we would have to score
some points. The only way we
were going to do it was by
throwing it.“
Tampa Bay's Graham had
the best day among the running
backs with 106 yards on 22
carries.;
Joey Galloway continued to
torment New Orleans' secondary
as he , did .early this season. His
receptions of 41 and 60 yards set
up first-half scopes. He finished
with Seven catches for 159
yards.
The Saints made big plays to
pull ahead on the scoreboard in
the second half. Mike McKenzie

returned an interception 53
yards for a score. In the first
half, Drew Brees heaved a 45yard
touchdown
pass
to
Henderson, who outran double
coverage and made a diving
catch in the back of the end
zone.
Brees finished 17-of-23
passing for 179 yards and two
touchdowns. His 40-yard com
pletion to Marques Colston on a
flea flicker set up a 4-yard TD
pass to Terrance Copper.
The Saints appeared to have
control when defensive end Will
Smith sacked McCown for a
safety that gave New Orleans a
23-20 lead with 3:44 to go.
Tampa Bay was already down to
one time out, so the Saints could
have put the game away with a
couple of first downs after
fielding the free kick near
midfield.
But on second down, Payton
called the ill-fated reverse, a
move Brees defended.
"We talked about it and he
said he was going to make that
play call in a critical situation ...
somewhere where they don't
expect it,“ Brees said. "It was
our job to execute it and we
didn't. “

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS;,
The Bucs (8-4) will travel to Houston to face the Texans (5-7) Sunday December 9th at 1:00 p.m.

Carr's Final Game Comes Against No. 9
Gators In Capital One Bowl

Gators vs. Wolverines
BY MARK LONG

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) Lloyd Carr's final game will be
against last season's national

champions.
Michigan and its retiring
coach will play No. 9 Florida in
the Capital One Bowl in
Orlando on New Year's Day.
The Gators (9-3) won four
consecutive games to end the
season and were chosen ahead
of Southeastern Conference
Eastern Division champion
Tennessee in the league's bowl
pecking order.
The Wolverines (8-4) could
have secured a spot in the Rose
Bowl by beating rival Ohio State

two weeks, but they lost 14-3
and Carr announced his retire
ment the following day.
Michigan is still looking for
its next coach, getting emphati
cally turned down by LSU coach
Les Miles on Saturday.
Now, Carr can only hope for
better results against Florida
than what the Buckeyes had in
January. The Gators romped 4114 in the Bowl Championship
Series national title game.
That was Florida's second
national title.

Carr won one in 1997, but
that seemed like a distant
memory
after
Michigan's
shocking loss to Appalachian
State to open the year and after
Carr fell to 6-7 against Ohio
State. He also dropped to 1-6
against Jim Tressel-coached
teams.
The Gators have won both
of their bowl games under coach
Urban Meyer, beating Iqwa 3124 in the 2006 Outback Bowl
and then winning it all in
Glendale, Ariz:, last season.

2007-2008 College Football Bowl Schedule
Subject to Change
All Times EST
Dec. 20 Poinsettia Bowl at
San Diego, Utah (8-4) vs. Navy
(8-4), 9 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 21 New Orleans Bowl,
Florida Atlantic (7-5) vs.
Memphis (7-5), 8 p.m. (ESPN2)
Dec. 22 PapaJohns.com
Bowl at Birmingham, Ala.,
Cincinnati (9-3) vs. Southern
Mis's (7-5), 1 p.m. (ESPN2)
Dec. 22 New Mexico Bowl
at Albuquerque, New Mexico
(8-4) vs. Nevada (6-6), 4:30
p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 22 Las Vegas Bowl,
BYU (10-2) vs. UCLA (6-6), 8
p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 23 Hawaii Bowl at
Honolulu, East Carolina (7-5)
vs. Boise State (10-2), 8 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 26 Motor City Bowl at
Detroit, Central Michigan (8-5)
vs. Purdue (7-5), 7:30 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 27 Holiday Bowl at
San Diego, Arizona State (10-2)

vs. Texas (9-3), 8 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 28 Champ Sports Bowl
at Orlando, Fla., Boston College
(10-3) vs. Michigan State (7-5),
5 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 28 Emerald Bowl at
San Francisco, Maryland (6-6)
vs. Oregon State (8-4), 8 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 28 Texas Bowl at
Houston, TCU (7-5) vs. Houston
(8-4), 8 p.m. (NFL)
Dec. 29 Meineke Bowl at
Charlotte, N.C., Connecticut (93) vs. Wake Forest (8-4), 1 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 29 Liberty Bowl at
Memphis, Tenn., Mississippi
State (7-5) vs. UCF (10-3), 4:30
p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 29 Alamo Bowl at San
Antonio, Penn State (8-4) vs.
Texas A&M (7-5), 8
(ESPN)
Dec. 30 Independence Bowl
at Shreveport, La., Colorado (66) vs. Alabama (6-6), 8 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 31 Armed Forces Bowl
at Fort Worth, Texas, California

p.m.

(6-6) vs. Air Force (9-3), 12:30
p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 31 Sun Bowl at El
Paso, Texas, South Florida (9-3)
vs. Oregon (8-4), 2 p.m> (CBS)
Dec. 31 Humanitarian Bowl
at Boise, Idaho, Fresno State (84) vs. Georgia Tech (7-5), 2 p.m.
(ESPN2)
Dec. 31 Music City Bowl at
Nashville, Tenn., Florida State
(7-5) vs. Kentucky (7-5), 4 p.m.
(ESPN)
Dec. 31 Chick-fil-A Bowl at
Atlanta, Clemson (9-3) vs.
Auburn (8-4), 7:30 p.m. (ESPN)
Dec. 31 Insight Bowl at
Tempe, Ariz., Indiana (7-5) vs.
Oklahoma State (6-6), 7:30 p.m.
(NFL)
Jan. 1 Outback Bowl at
Tampa, Fla., Wisconsin (9-3) vs.
Tennessee (9-4), 11 a.m. (ESPN)
Jan. 1 Cotton Bowl at
Dallas, Missouri (11-2) vs.
Arkansas (8-4), 11:30 a.m.
(FOX)
Jan. 1 Capital One Bowl at
Orlando, Fla., Michigan (8-4)
vs. Florida (9-3), 1 p.m. (ABC)

Gator Bowl at
Jacksonville, Fla., Virginia (9-3)
vs. Texas Tech (8-4), 1 p.m.
(CBS)
Jan. 1 Rose Bowl at
Pasadena,
Calif.,
Southern
California (10-2) vs. Illinois (93), 5 p.m. (ABC)
Jan. 1 Sugar Bowl at New
Orleans, Hawaii (12-0) vs.
Georgia (10-2), 8:30 p.m. (FOX)
Jan. 2 Fiesta Bowl at
Glendale, Ariz., West Virginia
(10-2) vs. Oklahoma (11-2), 8
p.m. (FOX)
Jan. 3 Orange Bowl at
Miami, Kansas (11-1) vs.
Virginia Tech (11-2), 8 p.m.
(FOX)
Jan. 5 International Bowl at
Toronto, Rutgers (7-5) vs. Ball
State (7-5), Noon (ESPN2)
Jan. 6 GMAC Bowl at
Mobile, Ala., Tulsa (9-4) vs.
Bowling Green (8-4), 8 p.m.
(ESPN)
Jan.
7
BCS National
Championship at New Orleans,
Ohio State (11-1) vs. LSU (112), 8 p.m. (FOX)
Jan.

1

Plant 7 Armwood 36
Cape Coral 13 Largo 28
Osceola (Kissimmee, FL) 14 Chamberlain 7
Tampa Catholic 28 Archbishop Carroll 21

NFL TRIVIA OF
THE WEEK
'Who holds the NFL record for most'

touchdowns in a season as a rookie?

Hint: Was the NFL Rookie of the
Year in 1965.

Last Week’s Answer:
James Wilder in 1984. Record was
broken in 1998 by Jamal Anderson, anc
again in 2006 by Larry Johnson.

See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!

CS STANDINGS

Ohio State 11-1
LSU 11-2
Virginia Tech 11-2
Oklahoma 11-2
Georgia 10-2
Missouri 11-2
USC 10-2
Kansas 11-1
West Virginia 10-2
. Hawaii 12-0
Arizona State 10-2
. Florida 9-3
. Illinois 9-3

14. Boston College 10-3
15. Clemson 9-3
16. Tennessee 9-4
17. BYU 10-2
18. Wisconsin 9-3
19. Texas 9-3
20. Virginia 9-3
21. South Florida 9-3
22. Cincinnati 9-3
23. Auburn 8-4
24. Boise State 10-2
25. UConfi 9-3

AP TOP 25 FOOTBALL
1. Ohio State (50) 11-1
2. LSU (11) 11-2
3. Oklahoma (1) 11-2
4. Georgia (1) 10-2
5. Virginia Tech (1) 11-2
6. USC 10-2
7. Missouri 11-2
8. Kansas 11-1
9. Florida 9-3
10. 'Hawaii (1) 12-0
11. West Virginia 10-2
12. Arizona State 10-2
13. Illinois 9-3
14. Boston College 10-3
15. Clemson 9-3
16. Tennessee 9-4
17. Texas 9-3
18. Wisconsin 9-3
19. Brigham Young 10-2
20. Cincinnati 9-3
21. Virginia 9-3
22. Auburn 8-4

23. South Florida 9-3
24. Boise State 10-2
25. Arkansas 8-4
Others Receiving Votes

Texas Tech 137, UCF 35,
Connecticut 31, Oregon 30,
Oregon State 30, Michigan 26,
■Air Force 17, Kentucky 13,
Penn State 1, Wake Forest 1.
Dropped From Rankings

Oregon 18.

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. North Carolina (45) 7-0
2. Memphis (22) 6-0
3. Kansas (2) 7-0
4. Texas (2) 7-0
5. Georgetown (1) 5-0
6. Duke 8-0
7. UCLA 7-1
8. Washington State 7-0
9. Michigan State 6-1
10. Tennessee 7-1
11. Marquette 5-1
12. Pittsburgh 7-0
13. Butler 7-0
14. Louisville 5-1
v?.
15. Indiana 6-1
16. Texas A&M 7-1
17. Gonzaga 7-1

18. Clemson 7-0
19. Oregon 6-1
20. Brigham Young 6-1
21. Xavier 6-1
22. Arizona 5-2
23. Vanderbilt 7-0
24. USC 6-2
25. Villanova 5-1

MOM
ffASKHTUALt
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STATE NEWS
Willie Gary, Prominent Trial
Attorney, Serves As Keynote
Speaker At The New Bethel
A.M.E. Church Service
Gary Encourages Attendees to
‘Reach Back and Help the Less Fortunate1
LAKELAND- Willie Gary,
prominent trial attorney, served
as the keynote speaker at the
New Bethel A.M.E. community
church service in Lakeland,
Florida.
Gary addressed more than
1,000 community members,
corporate professionals^

students,

clergy and elected officials,
including city commissioner,
Gow Fields, during the special
community church service. The
theme for the event was,
“Empowering People to Achieve
the Impossible.” Gary spoke
about the importance of con
tributing time, money and
resources
to
benefit
worthy causes. In addition,
Gary emphasized the obligation
to reach back and help the less
fortunate.
“There is no reason why you
can’t make money and make a
difference at the same time,” said
Gary. “What matters most is not
what you have done for your
selves; but what you have done
to help the least of these. It is up
to each of us assembled here
today to heed the call of leader
ship and make a difference in the

Attorney Willie Gary poses with New Bethel A.M.E. Church
members in Lakeland, Florida
lives of the underserved and
downtrodden,” continued Gary.
Gary, who is best known in
legal circles as “The Giant
Killer,” is noted for taking on
some of America’s most
powerful
companies,
winning billions of dollars in
verdicts and settlements on
behalf of his clients. Known for
his philanthropic endeavors,

Gary and his wife, Gloria Gary,
founded the Gary Foundation,
which provides college scholar
ships to at-risk students who
wish to attend college. The
Gary’s have donated millions of
dollars to help Historically Black
Colleges
and
Universities,
including $ 10 million to his alma
mater Shaw University in
Raleigh, North Carolina.

Child Abuse Prevention And
Permanency Advisory Council
TALLAHASSEE - Governor
Charlie . Crist’s
Office
of
Adoption and Child Protection
announced today the appoint
ment of 32 members to its Child
Abuse Prevention and Permanency

Advisory Council. The Council
will serve as the research arm for
the office and is critical to
Florida’s efforts to prevent child
abuse and promote adoption.
“Prevention is the key to
ensuring that all of Florida’s
children are raised in safe,
nurturing homes supported by
healthy communities,” said Jim
Kallinger, Florida’s Chief Child
Advocate. “With the leadership
assembled on this council/

Florida is poised to take the next
steps in helping Florida ensure
strong and healthy communities
and families.”
The council will assist with
the development of a plan of
action for better coordination and
integration of the goals, activities
and funding pertaining to the
promotion and support of
adoption and the prevention of
child abuse, abandonment and
neglect conducted by the office in
order to maximize staff and
resources at the state level.
The council brings together a
variety of key leaders involved in
children’s issues; including
senior management from nine

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest . :.
Please call
(727)322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

Webb’s
Bail
Bomb

Easy Payment
Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete FI. 33707
A

state agencies, leaders from 22
statewide and local organiza
tions, and an adoptive parent. As
a council, the members will
review, monitor and develop
state and local planning efforts to
empower communities to
address the promotion of
adoption and the prevention of
child abuse, abandonment and
neglect. The state and local plans
will be submitted to the
Legislature and Governor. The
council will draw from the work
of local planning teams and will
assist them with their local
planning and implementation
efforts.

Education Commissioner
Jeanine Blomberg To Retire
TALLAHASSEE
Education
Commissioner
Jeanine Blomberg will retire
from the Florida Department of
Education today following more
than three decades of service to
Florida’s education system.
“It was an honor to serve as
Commissioner of Education,”
said Commissioner Blomberg.
“Florida has dedicated teachers,
staff and administrators who
work each and every day
ensuring that student achieve
ment is the priority. For that, I
am thankful to have worked
side-by-side with so many of
them as we continue to lead our
state in gaining the highest levels
in education.”
Blomberg was appointed
Commissioner of Education by
a unanimous vote of the State
Board of Education in January
2007 after serving as Chief of
Staff to then Education
Commissioner John Winn.
“Jeanine Blomberg’s com
mitment to improving the lives
of Florida students is clearly
evident in the many years she
has devoted to pur education

system,” said Governor Charlie
Crist. “She has been a
champion of increased academic
success for all students and has
worked tirelessly to expand the
transparency of our accountabil
ity system. Her dedication to
students and strength of
character serve as a role model
for us all.”
Under Commissioner
Blomberg’s tenure, the
Department addressed the varia
tions in the 2006 FCAT third
grade reading results and
launched an external advisory
group to review and analyze
Florida’s assessment tool. The
Department also launched the
www.myfloridateacher.com
Web site that enables the general
public to check if disciplinary
action has been taken against a
Florida educator’s certificate.
Other milestones include estab
lishing kindergarten readiness
rates
and
assisting with
unveiling the Ready To Work
•program, which provides job
skill assessment-based training
and credentials for students and
adult learners.

“I am immensely grateful
for the more than 30 years of
service that Jeanine has con
tributed to Florida’s children,
parents and educators,” said
State Board of Education
Chairman T. Willard Fair. “Her
steadfast commitment to student
achievement, clear devotion to
public transparency and unwa
vering personal integrity make
her legacy one that is sure to live
on.”
Throughout her career,
Blomberg has served as the
Deputy Commissioner for
Accountability, Research and
Measurement and the Deputy
Commissioner of Finance and
Operations. She has extensive
experience in education policy,
analysis and research and is a
recognized authority on public
education funding and business
management practices. Blomberg

has a long and distinguished
record of working effectively
with Florida’s education
community. Blomberg holds a
bachelor’s degree in business
and is a certified public manager.

Governor Crist Hosts
Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony For Foster Children
‘ TALLAHASSEE
Governor Charlie Crist today,
along with the Volunteer Florida
Foundation, will host Florida’s
first-ever Christmas tree lighting
ceremony at the Governor’s
Mansion. About 85 foster
children from across die state
will participate in traditional
holiday activities such as
making tree ornaments, decorat
ing gingerbread cookies and
visiting with Santa Claus.
“As we enter into this
season of giving, it is important
that we remember the many
children throughout Florida who
do not have the gift of a
permanent family,” Governor
Crist said. “I pray that every
child has the opportunity to
receive the foundation of a
caring family and the love and
support of a permanent home.”
Children attending the

ceremony will have the opportu
nity to create a gift that can be
given to a person of their choice.
McGraw-Hill Learning Group
donated books that will be given
to the children along with toys
donated by the staff of the
Executive Office
of die
Governor. Children will also
write letters to men and women
serving overseas in the Armed
Forces.
The Christmas tree is
decorated with low-energy
outdoor light-emitting diode
(LED) lights to reduce energy
costs. After the holiday season,
die tree will be recycled through
the City of Tallahassee’s
recycling program to create
wood chips for landscaping
mulch that will be available at no
cost to area residents. All deco
rations have been donated to the
Florida Governor’s Mansion

Foundation at no cost to the
State of Florida.
At the ceremony, Governor
Grist . will announce the avail
ability of the 20Q7 holiday
ornament. The fifth in a series,
the new 2007 “State Tree of
Florida”
metal
ornament
features the outline of the state
and graceful fronds of the
Florida Sabal Palm. Ornaments
can be ordered online at
www. floridashistoryshop.com
or in any of the Capitol gift
shops, Museum of Florida
History Shop and My Favorite
Things. All proceeds benefit the
non-profit Florida Governor’s*
Mansion Foundation.
Tomorrow
evening,
Governor Crist will host a
menorah lighting ceremony at
the Governor’s Mansion to
celebrate the first day of
Hanukkah.

Purvis Young Opens New Art Studio
In Miami’s Wynwood Art District
MIAMI - Purvis Young,
America’s most prolific contem
porary artist has opened a new art
studio in the Wynwood Art
District in Miami, Florida.
Now that my health issues are
under control, I plan to paint mas
terpieces every day that I can,”
said Young, the “Director’s
Choice” at Art Miami 2007 and a
member of The Florida Art Hall of
Fame.
Young underwent a kidney
transplant in January of this year
but has painted 300 new works
sincehis release from the hospital.
Bom is Liberty City in 1943,
Purvis Young now lives in
Miami’s Overtown neighborhood,
shunning South Beach, Fisher
Island, Star Island and other glitzy
communities.
“Itwant to be where my tribe
is,” said Purvis, talking about his
affinity and affection for Miami’s
Black communities.
The once prosperous black
community in which Purvis was

bom and grew up was at the time
billed as the “Harlem of the
South”. It was destroyed by the
building of Highway 1-95 and is
now largely populated by crackheads, their dealers, prostitutes
and pimps. Adjoining the
compound where Young lives
with his common law wife is an
alley called “ Bucket of Blood"
with the highest incidence of
murder in the greater Miami area.
Young learned to paint while
serving a three-year sentence in
prison, after being arrested as a
teenager for breaking and
entering.“When I was in my cell
one night,” Purvis remembers, “I
woke up and the angels came to
me and I told ‘em, you know, hey
man this is not my life - and they
said they were gonna make a way
for me, you know...”
That way was Art.
Purvis Young’s

art is

D.C., in
New York’s Skot
Foreman Fine Art Gallery, Daniel
Aubry Gallery and the Museum of
American Folk Art. His paintings
can also be seen at the New
Orleans Museum of Art in New
Orleans, LA and in at least 72
other famous art museums around
the world.
“The Purvis Young Art Studio
will be open seven days a week
from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m.” said

Purvis Young’s Busines Agent
Leon Rolle. “After the month of
December, the studio will only be
open by appointment only.”
The address for the studio is,
Purvis Young Art
Studio,
Wynwood Art District, 255 NW
23rd Street, Miami, Florida
33127. The studio phone Number
is 305-576-1327. The Purvis
Young business number is 786285-0034.

on

display at the Smithsonian
Institute and the Corcoran
Museum of Art in Washington,

Purvis Young
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NATIONAL NEWS
Jackson State Honors
Latasha Norman
At Bell-Ringing Ceremony

Latasha Norman
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM JACKSON STATE
UNIVERSITY
JACKSON,MS (NNPA) About 300 members of the
Jackson
State
University
community observed a moment
of silence and attended a bell
ringing ceremony for Latasha
Norman on Friday, Nov. 30.
Latasha,
a
20-year-old
junior accounting major from
Greenville, was last seen at
approximately 2:20 p.m. Nov.
13. Her remains were found in a
wooded area in north Jackson ohi
Nov. 29.
Stanley Cole, a former
boyfriend, gave police the
location of Latasha Norman’s
body on Brown Street located in
North Jackson. He has been
arrested and charged in her
death.

“We thank you for these
students who have gathered
together in hope, saying she still
lives in our hearts,11 said the Rev.
Aaron Banks, director of
Campus Ministries at Jackson
State. At 2:20 p.m., students,
faculty and staff silently
marched from the Charles F.
Moore Building - where Latasha
last attended class - to the site of
the historic bell in front of Ayer
Hall, the oldest building on the
John R. Lynch Street campus.
A memorial service was set
to be held on Monday.
The bell tolled 16 times once for each day Latasha was
missing. The bell is usually rung
on Founders’ Day, a Jackson
State tradition since 1977.
Miss JSU Jasmin Searcy
said ringing the bell for Latasha
is significant because “This
could have been any one of us
.... She’s our sister,11 Searcy said.
“She was not only a student
here, but she’s in our family.11 ;
Ringing the bell two times
each were Ambriel Woods,
president of the JSU Accounting
Society; Keia Johnson, JSU
Junior Class president; Kevin
Lawrence,
JSU
Student
Government Association vice
president; Andrell Harris; JSU
SGA
president;
LaMarcus
Norman, Latasha’s cousin; and

Marcus Chanay, JSU’s dean of
student life. The group rang the
bell four times.
Norman said it was not easy
ringing the bell for his beloved
cousin.
“It’s a hard thing to do,
being that we were very close,11
he said. “Our birthday was on
the same day. We called each
other twins even though we are
two years apart.11
Woods said it was important
to let everyone know that
Jackson State cares about
Latasha and supports her family.
“It is important to give honor to
her life - not her death but her
life - here and recognize the
goodness she shared with all of
us,11 said the senior accounting
major from Jackson.
Lawrence said this is a very
tragic time in Jackson State
University’s history. “This time
is to show the Jackson State
University
family,
the
community, the country and the
world that we do cafe about, our
own, and we will remain strong
and get through this,11 said the
junior accounting major from
Belzoni.
Johnson said the campus is
in a grieving period. “We’re just
hopeful that right now, we can
start the healing process.” ■

Global Campaign To End
Gender Violence Sweeps Africa
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM GIN
For the eighth consecutive
year, South Africa is taking part
in the global 16 Days of
Activism for No Violence
Against Women campaign,
which runs from Nov. 25
(International Day for the
Elimination of Violence Against
Women) to International Human
Rights Day on Dec. 10.
Although the global campaign

focuses on violence against
women only, South Africa added
children to its campaign because
of the high incidence of child
abuse in the country.
South Africa is still home to high
levels of violence against its
women and children, despite a
world-renowned
Constitution
and a legislative overhaul that
safeguard
women’s
rights.
Supporters of the anti-violence
campaign will be wearing a

symbolic white ribbon. Events
have been planned in Sierra
Leone, Liberia, Zambia and
Kenya, among others.
In Limpopo, South Africa, a
“million man march” was
scheduled to kick off the 16
Days of Activism with an
address by Premier Sello Moloto
on the challenges faced by government regarding gender
violence and what needed to be
done.

team's Web site. “Our thoughts
and prayers are with Sean's
family.11
D.C.
Congresswoman
Eleanor Holmes Norton also
expressed her condolensces.
“The Taylor family has my
deepest sympathy,11 she said.
“May the tragic loss of another
young man who was on his way
up personally and professionally
alert his young fans to the life he
was building and the necessity
to control guns in our city and in
the nation.11
Taylor, who was selected to
the Pro Bowl ior the first time
last year, was having his best
season as a professional before
suffering a knee injury on Nov.
11 that forced him to miss the
past two games.
Taylor has had several
brushes with the law and
National Football League rules
since joining the Redskins.
In his first year, Gibbs
suspended him for a game after
he was arrested for driving
under the influence. The charges
were later dropped.
A year later, he pleaded
guilty after being charged with
felony of aggravated assault
with a firearm for allegedly
brandishing a gun in a Miami

neighborhood. To avoid jail
time, he reached a plea
agreement. He was fined
$71,764 by the NFL for
violating the personal conduct
clause of his contract.
The NFL also has fined
Taylor for illegal hits, uniform
violations and spitting on Tampa
Bay running back Michael
Pittman during a playoff game
in January 2006.
In the past two years,
however, Taylor has earned
praise from coaches and
teammates for maturing and
better work habits. Redskins
running back Clinton Portis, a
former University of Miami
teammate, said' Taylor had
grown up considerably since the
birth of his daughteh in May
2006.
Those who came to the
funeral and the millions who
watched it on television,
reflected sadly on his youth and
what he might have become.
“Professional athletes have
never known this level of endan
germent,” Jackson said in a
statement. “This is the struggle
of this generation. We will be
praying for new laws that will
protect lives and the well-being
of all.”

TAYLOR
continuedfrom front page
vice president of football opera
tions. She used her cellular
phone to call for emergency
assistance, which delayed the
response time. By time medics
arrived, Taylor, the Redskins'
top draft choice in 2004, had lost
a massive amount of blood.
The shooting occurred just
eight days after Taylor reported
another break-in to his home.
Someone pried open a front
window and went through
drawers and a safe, Taylor
reported. The intruder left a
knife on a bed, according to a
Nov. 18 police report.
Consequently, some have
questioned the nature of the last
attack. Cerrato of the Redskins
had already made up his mind.
“This was a deliberate
attack14 he said.
Redskins teammates and
officials expressed their dismay
following his death.
For all of us here, we're
obviously in shock,11 a shaken
Coach Joe Gibbs told reporters.
“I know I can't put it into

words.11
Redskins owner Daniel
Snyder voiced similar senti
ments.
“This is the worst imagina
ble tragedy,11 he said on the
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Blacks Favor Clinton Over
Obama, At Least For Now
BY JAMES WIUGHT
the presidency did not do well
among black voters, said David
THE AFRO-AMERICAN
Bositis, senior policy analyst for
NEWSPAPERS
BALTIMORE, MD (NNPA) the Joint Center, who supervised
- If Illinois Sen. Barack Obama the . survey. Former New York
and his leading cheerleader, TV Mayor Rudolph Giuliani led
mogul and talk show star Oprah among the small number of
Winfrey, were counting on the black Republicans surveyed, but
black vote to help him win the overall he was viewed as
favorable by 27.1 percent of the
Democratic presidential nomina. tion, the announcement came as people surveyed and unfavor
ably by 43 percent of those
a rude awakening.
Black voters are likely to polled. The rest of the
support New York Sen. Hillary .Republican candidates were
Clinton over Barack Obama in viewed unfavorably.
Clinton, the wife of former
their contest over who gets the
, 2008 Democratic Party nomina President Bill Clinton, has
tion for president, according to a several advantages over Obama
study of African-American among black voters, Bositis said.
voters. “Clinton has been known “Clinton has been known longer
longer to African-Americans to African Americans than
Obama” he said. “They met her
than Obama.”
The study by the Joint in 1992 when she became first
Center
for
Political
and lady and now they know her as
Economic \ Studies,
a the senator from New York. On
Washington-based think tank, the other hand, they got to know
found that black voters view Obama in 2004 , and he is just
Clinton more favorably than three years into his term as a
they do Obama. In the national senator.
“Plus, black voters have a
survey of 750 black voters,
very
positive
view of the Clinton
Clinton,: received the highest
favorable rating of any presiden years. Studies have shown that in
tial candidate with 83 percent the second Clinton term, black
household income rose faster
and only 9.7 unfavorable.
Obama, who is in his first than white household income.
term in the Senate, followed Blacks view the Clintons
closely with 74 percent favorable favorably.”
Clinton’s popularity among
to 10 unfavorable. Former North
Carolina Sen. John Edwards, black women in particular works
who ran in 2004 for the Vice in her favor, Bositis said.
presidency with presidential “When we are talking about
candidate John Kerry, had black voters today, we are really
talking about black women,” he
favorable ratings from 45
said. “Sixty percent of the black
percent of the respondents.
New
Mexico
Gov.
Bill voters are women. In a way, we
Richardson was the only fqund many black women are
Democrat that had a higher tom, should they support a black
man or a woman. This is further
negative rating than a positive,
complicated by the issues that
27.2 percent to 17.4.
The respondents were asked affect blacks and women, they
are very different.11
their views on who would be the
That schism is expected to
candidate they would most likely
support in the presidential race, play itself out most dramatically
important national problems and during the South Carolina
issues in the campaign. The primarily, where black women
survey was conducted between make up the biggest Democratic
Oct. 5 and Nov. 2.
voting block. Bositis points out
Republican candidates for that there was a slight gender gap

in the jace between Obama and
Clinton, with Clinton posting an
86 percent favorable rating
among Black women, while 78
percent of black men rated her
favorably. Black men and black
women rated Obama favorably
at the same rate.
Obama is also fighting an
uphill battle over the issue of race,
even among black voters, Bositis
said. “Many of those surveyed in
die South doubt that America is
ready to elect a black president,”
he said. “They base that on their
own experiences, because it is
difficult for a black to win a
statewide office in the South. So
they figure, if it is tough in the
South, it must be tough for a black
man nationally.”
One plus for Obama is
African-American’s preference
for change, 60 percent, to experi
ence, 30 percent. Obama has
consistently maintained that he is
the candidate for change, while
Clinton points out her years of
work on a wide range of issues.
Bositis said that the key to the
Clinton-Obama contest could be
the Iowa caucuses. “If Clinton
wins big time, it is over,” he said.
“If Obama wins, that will change
a lot of things in terms of
whether he can win. After Iowa,
you have New Hampshire and
then South Carolina, where
nearly half of the primary voters,
48 percent, will be black and the
majority of those will be
women.”
Other results of the survey:
*The top three issues for
blacks were the war in Iraq, 28
percent; health care, 20 percent;
and the economy/jobs, 15
percent.
*President Bush has a
negative rating of 87 percent
while the Democratic Congress
isseen unfavorably by 29
percent of those polled.
*While 43 percent indicated
that their financial status was
unchanged from 2006, more said
that they were doing worse (32)
than better (24).

HUD CHARGES ALABAMA
LANDLORD WITH VIOLATING
FAIR HOUSING ACT
WASHINGTON, D.C. The U.S. Department of
Housing
and
Urban
Development announced today
that it has charged Neysa C.
Crim of Decatur, Alabama, with
violating the federal Fair
Housing Act for refusing to rent
her home to an AfricanAmerican
man,
making
unlawful and discriminatory
statements and falsely represent
ing that a house was unavailable
to rent.
According to HUD’s inves
tigation, Jimmy Lewis Crump
responded to an advertisement
for a two-bedroom home on
East Moulton Street and left
several messages for the
landlord. After telling his white
supervisor about the situation,
she offered to call on his behalf,
and as she was leaving a
message, Crim answered the
phone and identified herself as
the owner.
The supervisor
explained that she was inquiring
about the rental property on
behalf of a friend.
Crim
allegedly asked, “What color is
he?” Crim also allegedly asked
the supervisor whether her

friend was “black or white.”
When the supervisor told
the owner that it was against the
law to ask such a question, Crim
allegedly said she could ask it
and that she did not want to rent
to an African-American because
she did not want her neighbors
damaging her property because
she rented to a black person.
“It’s unbelievable that in
2007, almost 40 years after the
Fair Housing Act was enacted,
this woman would deny
someone a place to live just
because of his race,” said Kim
Kendrick,
HUD
Assistant
Secretary for Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity. “When it
comes to renting a property, a
landlord should be concerned
with the applicant’s character,
the ability to pay and whether
the applicant will be good
neighbor, not the color of his
skin.”
Unless one of the parties
elects to have the case heard in
U.S. District Court, the hearing
on the charge will be held by a
U.S. Administrative Law Judge
on February 5,2008, in Decatur,
Alabama. Housing discrimina-

tion charges heard before an
administrative law judge carry a
maximum civil penalty of
$16,000 for each violation for a
first offense, in addition to
actual damages for each com
plainant, injunctive or other
equitable relief, and attorneys’
fees. Sanctions can be more
severe if a respondent has a
history of housing discrimina
tion.
HUD’s Office of Fair
Housing and Equal Opportunity
(FHEO) and its partners in the
Fair
Housing
Assistance
Program investigate approxi
mately 10,000 housing discrimi
nation complaints a year.
People who believe they may be
the victims of housing discrimi
nation should contact HUD at 1800-669-9777 (voice), 800-9279275 (TTY). Additional infor
mation
is
available
at
www.hud.gov/fairhousing.
Stay on top of the most up-todate news regarding the Fair
Housing Act by signing up for
the FHEO RSS Feed at
www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/inde
x.cfrn.
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“It’s all taken care of’
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Cecelia Johnson
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Roy Speights, Sr. was bom to

Berthella Marshall was bom

Elige George, Sr. was bom to

the late Joseph and Mary Johnson

to the late Carroll, Speights and

the late Roxie and Amos George

on March 11, 1911 in Preston

Vicy Derring. Speights on April

to Lizzie Mae Marshall on July
12, 1953 in Dawson, Georgia.

Georgia. She departed this life on

19,1952 in Marianna, Florida. He

She

November 23, 2007.

departed this life on December

November 19, 2007.

Cecelia Johnson was bom to.

She leaves to cherish her

departed

this

life

on

on November 25, 1914 in Ray
City Florida.

He departed this

leaves

He

to

cherish

his

memories: Sisters: Maxine Butler

memories:

memories: his wife, Betty

of St.

Davis Russell, Carrie Johnson,

Williams

(Coffee);

Green of Clearwater, FL, Linda

Geraldine Williams,

Ruther

daughter Kaytrena Bell of St.

Lewis and Mary Lewis, both of

Livingston, Beverly Gray,

Mansfield (Louise), both of St.

Petersburg, FL; sons: Roy

Dawson GA; Brothers:

Jasper

Jeanette Hamilton, Yvonne Jelks

Petersburg, FL, Clifford Johnson

Speights, Jr. and James Speights,

Hill of Havana, FL, James Lewis,

and

of New York, NY, Joe Howard of

both of St. Petersburg, FL; step

Don Lewis and Bobby Lewis, all

Britten and husband Norman all

Columbus, GA. Ernest Howard

children,. Jerome Ellison, Selina

of Dawson, GA; and a host of

of St. Petersburg, Angela Taylor

of Belle Glade, FL, Christopher

Dutton and John Young, all of St.

other relatives and friends.

King (Edith) of Miami, FL and

Petersburg,

Atwood King of Connecticut; ten

Bertha

nieces: Beatrice Mansfield

Cottondale, FL, Karen Morgan

George, Jr. and wife Delores,
Robert Dinkins of St. Petersburg,

memories: a devoted sister,

Lucille Dancil; eight nephews:

Cleveland

Odom,.

AC

Texas,

of Houston

Odom

to

leaves

He

cherish

Speights

FL;

three

Petersburg,

FL,

Gloria

of

Smith Funeral Home

Daughters:

husband

Beatrice

David,

Joan

Bonita

and husband Daniel of Nassau,
the

sisters:

(Creola)

Tanner

his

Bahamas;

Sons:

Elige

of Columbus, GA, Ethelyn

(Walter) of Marianna, FL and

FL and Benjamin Dinkins

Mansfield of Denver, CO, Mary

Margaret

Bridges (Erma) of Detroit, Ml,

Petersburg, FL;

Florie Jackson of Atlanta, GA.

St.

Miami, FL; devoted uncle: Aaron

sister in

law,

Williams of St. Petersburg, FL;

Evetta Mae (brother late Tommie

48 grandchildren, 56 great grand

Clemmons)

FL,

children, 22 great great grand

Philadelphia, PA, Rudine Deratus

Charles Speights of Jasper, FL,

children; nieces, nephews and a

of Largo,

and Will Speights (Pam) of

host of family and friends.

Sallie

Mae

Franklin

of

Mansfield

Dancil

Emily

FL,

Willie)

(Bishop

of

St.

of Marianna,

FL;

Petersburg,

cousins, James Derring, Herman

Chicago, IL and Alice Goodrun

Speights and Leonard Speights,

of Atlanta,

Adopted

all of St. Petersburg, FL; best

and

friend,

GA;

Reverend

Mrs.

John

of

Johnson

Gustave R. Victor of St.

Petersburg, FL and a host of
grandchildren, nieces, nephews,

Mrs. • Louise Odom;

great

Special

Ann

nieces:

so SMITH ca
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

McRae Funeral Home

St.

Petersburg, FL; Extendend
family:

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

concerned

Yulee, FL, Elouise Johnson of

children:

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

of

of

Williams

mind.

life on November 26, 2007.

She leaves to cherish her

01, 2007.

expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of

Elige George, Sr.

Berthella Marshall

Roy Speights, Sr.

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial

and a host of other

cousins,

relatives and friends.

Our Professional Caring Staff...

Johnson and Jacqueline Childs
both of New York; and a host of

Smith Funeral Home

Affordable Services with Dignity...

relatives and friends.

Anchored In Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.

Smith Funeral Home '

Consider us first tor all of your funeral Arrangements.

New Edition

Io

X

Lovell Alexander
Saunders

Sylvester Fowler

Funeral

Sylvester Fowler was bom to

Lovell Alexander Saunders
was bom to the late Lovell A.

the late Henry Fowler and Mary

Saunders and Daisy G. Saunders,

Fowler on September 22, 1955 in
Boligee, Alabama. He departed

1921

on June 23,

in Tampa,

Florida. He departed this life on

this life on November 09, 2007.

He

November 13,2007.

leaves

to

cherish

his

to cherish his

memories: a loving wife, JoAnn

memories: his daughters, Alva

Tookes-Fowler; a loving mother

Saunders

Mary

leaves

He

and

of

Elder

FL

Clearwater,

Stacey

of

(Michael)

Densmore
Norwalk,

Fowler;

two

sisters,

Dorothy Smith of Livingston, AL

and

Barbara

Young-Fletcher

Connecticut; two sisters, Cloretha

(Rod) of St. Petersburg, FL; three

Sheffield and Castella Cooper of

nieces, Rachel Young of Tampa,

Tampa,

three

Fldrida;

grand

FL,

Terri

and

Kerri

Smith,

Phills

Livingston, AL; nephew, Ronnie

(Samuel) of Greensboro, North

Reed of Union Spring, AL and a

Carolina, Danielle and Shamona

host of uncles, aunts, cousins and

daughters,

Tameeka

Densmore

of

Norwalk,

Connecticut; two great grand
daughters,

of

Phills

Carolina;

and

Sanay

Greensboro,

North

Saniya
his

law,

sisters-in

Saunders of Val Rico,

Dottie

Florida;

Keith

special

friends,

Roxanna

Densmore

and

William

and

McCullough,

nieces,

Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

153418th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Burial Spaces
$990

www.smithfhinc.com
A&ecte&es of

a.

W

Creal Funeral
Home

Pre-need
Interest-free

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

financing
available

* In Memorium

11801 U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

&
* Thank You

him ■dearly.

In

The Weekly

727-572-4355

State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

1

^ion

InHL*
11
,
"WTortuary
and Immaculate and

Challenger

nephews and a host of family and
friends.

McRae Funeral Home

“Upholding a tradition of servicefrom ourfamily to yours”

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728

Announcement

a church family who will miss

McRae Funeral Home

personalized to your family needs.

CALVARY
T CATHOLIC
I CEMETERY

Obituary Section

Place Your

Standard and Premier Funeral Packages

Call Today For

Special Rates

Complete Funeral
& Burial Included
$6495.00

family

Includes: Removal, Embalming, Family Car, Hearse, Casket, Vault,
Chapel Facilities, Burial Space with Opening & Closing,
Casket Spray, Professional Staff and On-Line Guest Book

“Service is the Soul’s Highest Calling”
727-896-2922
Call: Dwayne E. Matt, L.F.D.
(727)328-0466

1

Prince and Edna Matt
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PASTORS CORNER
Remembering The Spirit Of Christmas
When Christmas comes to us each year, there is
a certain spirit that seems to pervade all our hearts
and lives. It is a spirit that is contagious, and more
and more it is a spirit that encircles the globe. Year
after year other nations are added to those who
already celebrate Christmas.
Christmas is a Memorial Day. It brings to our
remembrance the birth of Christ, who was bom
centuries ago in a manger in Bethlehem. And from
that time until now a new spirit has entered into the
world and continues to grow in volume and intensity.
The song of the angels, “Glory to God in the Highest
and on earth, peace, good will to men,” is becoming
the song of the multitudes as well as the song of the
heavenly host, which first praised God over
Bethlehem’s manger.
What is this spirit? First, let me say that it is the
spirit of song. Christmas is a festive song; it is a time

when Christendom praises God. In the second place,
it is a spirit of youth; it is a time when we become
young again. In the third place, it is playtime; it is
time when we lay aside the more sordid things, our
worries and our cares, and play. It is the spirit of
giving, a time when it becomes more blessed to give
than to receive. For God so loved the world that He
gave. The wise men of the Magi who came from the
East brought their gifts to the Lord. In appreciation
of God’s gift to us we give our lives and service.
Most of all, Christmas means a spirit of love, a
time when the love of God and the love of fellow
men should prevail over all hatred and bitterness, a
time when our thoughts and deeds and spirit of our
lives manifest the presence of God. So as the spirit
of Christmas wraps us like a warm blanket on a cold
winter’s night, let us give that gift that keeps on
giving.

For our enemies
let us give forgiveness
For our opponents
let us give tolerance
For our friends
let us give our hearts
For our customers
let us give our best service
For our children
let us give a good example
For all mankind
let us give charity
For ourselves
let us give respect
Merry Christmas

Rev. Brian K. Brown

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 822-2089

Website: www.mzprogressive.org
Progressive Missionary

Bethel1894@knology.net

Baptist Church

Worship Services.................... ............ ..7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast Ministry.................Sunday 8:00 am.
Church School
........... . .......... ........9:00 am.
Morning Worship.............. ............ ........10:30 am.
Bible Study................. ..........Tuesday 7:00 pm.
Youth Church ..........
Mon & Wed 5:30 pm.

Sunday School................................. ........ ............. ............ 9:00 a.m.

o

Prayer Service (Wed).........,...... ........ .......................... 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed).................... ......... ................... .........6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy, Sr.

Senior Pastor

Jimmie B. Keel

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:45 a.m.
Feed The Homeless
2:00 p.m.

Walking in The Promised vision

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Q(mru{antqfarvest
Wo

Early Morning Worship............................. ................................... 7:30 a.m.

h

i

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

p C e n te r

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

Sunday School....... ..................... ........................................... ..........9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship......................... ....... ........................ ................. 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ..................... 7:00 p.m.

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Friday Prayer Meeting ..............................................................11:00 a.m.
Martin, Sr. - Pastor

r s

www.travelwlththechurch.com

www.abundant-harvest.org

“Wu/tf/uj

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Log on:

(727) 374-1864

Qn

Crte

(to book your travel engagements)

PromisedVision’'
8------------------------------------ —1

Saipt Jolie Priipitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755

Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431

-

Email: sjpbc@tampabayrr.com

Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am.- 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

fflew iKt. 0/ive 'Primitive Baptist Church
*s C? "Peculiar People

Persuaded to

Perform Y)i&

Purpose”

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning.................................................

Church School...............................................

3001 18th Avenue South » Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone:(727)327-9904 • Fax: (727)322-0409

Mid-Morning..................................................

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

..8:00 a.m.
..9:45 a.m.
11:00 am.
..7:00 pm.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.',
Senior Pastor

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

Victory Christian Center Church

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church, For more information about the

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 aan.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Need a tape of a, service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

DoMiNidft

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

1

I

r'

?Wiffa trid W|jJ||S

g

iincJ iiiippJriSSS.

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
'
& Veronica Davis '<

Tel: 727-098-2457 Fox: 727-895-6898
unifyfempieoftruth@msn.com

Worship Center Ministries
“Learn To Take DOMINION Over Your Life”

Church

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.

if

Early Morning Worship.. .. .. .. .. .. ............ .. .. .. . 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11:00 am.
Monday - Bible Study.....'.. .. .. .. .. . ....... .. .. .. .. .. . 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 a.m.-12 noon
Prayer Service.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6:00 pm.
Mid-Week Service.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 7:00 pm.
All Male Bible Study, Thursday... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 6:30 pm.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
1 (except Wednesdays)

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

u

□ Wilsrir; i i ;v

email: mchurchl@tampabayjr.com
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Baptist Institutional

'

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 321-0911

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

1

“dni-n ri/c”

4016- 12th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
7-321-8574

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE
4
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabav.rr.com

gB 0?' •

Sunday Worship Service....... ..10:00 a.m.

HR

Schedule of Services

jassgxraaBfctt;

Church School ..............................
9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............... ....................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union ........................... .... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School............................ ....9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday).. ....7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday)..... ....7:00 p.m.

■BHb

God s House In The City

• www.stmarkch.org

(727) 321-6631

....

l

1

10th Street Church Of God

Friendship

YOUR CHURCH

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship. org

cart advertise here

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School................ .....................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................... 11:00 a.m.
Pastor

Sunday.............. 7:45 A.M, and 11 A.M. Worship

Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

"Inspiring and
Instructing",

Thursday.............. ........7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

"Praying and
Praising"

M
F
W
B
C

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Communion is observed every first Sunday

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
■ 7:00 P.M. -Wednesday Bible Study

j

»-• »

i_ •

z* on

Children & Youth Ministry.................. ................................... Joyce Robinson

Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Wednesday Services:
Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) ..7:00 p.m.

Clerk Ministry... .............. ............... :.................................... Wyvonnia McGee

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

The Old Landmark Cathedral
Church Of God In Christ
aupenmenaeni iviiicneii l. oryani, rasior
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843
“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sundav Mornine WOrshiD - 11 a.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship I
St. 3501 37th Street South
Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School .........................

Wednesday..... ................... .6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
*7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)
Friday...........

zWe

Ol

Jjr

«*

..........9:30 A.M.

Worship Services........11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.

Bishop

Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Nionday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m.,— 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Services:
Church School. ..................... 9:00 a.m.
.Praise & Worship Service .,. 10:30 a.m.>

r.n. ( wcu.)

Finance Ministry .................................................................... James Robinson

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Prayer Service - 7:30 pan.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

www.spreadinghopeonline.org

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler............................ Associate Pastor

I

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

(727) 32 7-0015

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin........................................... Associate Pastor

■.... V...................
My •

Thesday

Van service is available by calling:

(727) 896-5228

School 9:50 A.M.
Morning Worship 10:30 AM.
r».» >

Sunday School -10:30 aim.
A. M. Service -11:30 am.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
PJM. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pm.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pan.

Bible Study each Tuesday: ........ ,..... ....................... ....6:30 p.m.

Wisdom

Dime oiuuy reuuwsiup

SERVICES
Sunday

Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

X. •«»

Christ

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

me Keverenu jjon r\. .vasiun, rastut

‘ L1 -q

in

Praise and Worship:........................ ..10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:
................ ............. 10:30 a.m.

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

.

Qvp

Church School:......................... ..... ....9:15' a.m. -10:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Cmwtumtty (El)UYch

of

vf

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 3 7th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

Devotion:...... :....,......................:,....10:00 a.m. - 10:20 a.m.

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-4356

;Nehi

fiiiiL

I Iro. Robert Smith

The Rock

Queen Street
Church Of God In Christ

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. -Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

•

Sunday Morning Bible Class.......................... ...9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship.................... ..... ..... :l0:30 a.m.
...7:00 p.m. ,
Ladies Bible Class Monday..............
Sunday Evening Worship................................ ...5:00 p.m.
..,7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.......
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............. ........ ....7:00 ji.m.

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Praycr Tvwcr Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

"Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Wednesday Evening Prayer...... .6:30 p.m.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School..... .................................... 9:30 A.M.

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L. Houston
Pastor

-

.............. 6:30 P.M. Youth Night

Walk By Faith and Not By Sight"

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH AD
HERE
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CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church

Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church under the leadership of our soldier of the
cross, and drum major for justice, Dr. Rickey L. Houston, extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we communicate God’s Word at 10:00 a.m. worship service
on Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study and Teen Summit on
Wednesday evening, at 7:00 p.m. We also encourage the community to make use of
our Prayer Line (321 -9645).
Our church has been invited to share in the celebration of Mt Zion Primitive
Baptist Church Anniversary. We will render service on Wednesday, December 12th at
7:00 p.m.

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day ofJesus Christ” Phil. 1:6

Join us Wednesday at 12:00 p.m. for Bible study and at 7:00 p.m. for our Wednesday night
LIVE service ... “Living In Victory Everyday.” Pastor Evans will deliver the spoken word.
Visit our website at www.fmbctheship.org for other church events and activities

New Philadelphia Community Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE” Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor
• Bible Study (Adult and Youth) and prayer
Pastor Carlos Senior and the New Hope
will be held on Wednesday evening.
family invite you to worship with us on Sunday
Prayer begins at 6:00 p.m. Bible class
morning. Our morning begins at 7:45 a,m. with
begins at 7:00 p.m. Come let’s study the
early morning service. Holy Communion will be
word together!.
held during this service. Sunday school begins at
9:00 with classes available for all ages. Bring the
• Prayer band is held on Thursday mornings
at 11:00. “Effectual, fervent prayers of the
entire family to learn more about our Lord and
righteous availeth much.” Come let’s praise
Savior Jesus Christ.
God together.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New
Hope Male Chorus leading the congregation in
praise. The Music team consists of'Michael Calendar of Events - December, 2007
(Call 727-896-5228 for event information)
McKenny, Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, and
Dec.
8......... Brunch & Learn
Corey Givens. The Bread of Life will be served
Dec. 14....... Packaging Gifts for Angel Tree
by our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Dec. 15....... Angel Tree Distribution
Senior.
“Excellence In His Service”
New Hope will worship with Greater Grand
Awards Banquet
Central Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend
Dec.
16
....
..Christmas
Production
Timothy Lancaster, Pastor oil Sunday afternoon,
Dec.
22
.......
Women
of
Hope Ministry Mtg.
December 9th at 4:00 p.m.
“Count yourmany blessings and you’ll
soon lose count. ”

Calendar for the month of December, 2007
• Dec. 4-7 Progressive M & E Mid-Winter Board convenes
in Lakeland, Florida
• Dec. 19 Brotherhood meets at 7:00 p.m.
• Dec. 22 Christmas with the Community from 1
1:00 a.m. to 2:00 pm.
• Dec. 24 Christmas Eve
• Dec. 25 Christmas Day
. • Dec. 27-28 Combined Session of Congress #2 & Congress #6
• Dec. 30 Mission Emphasis Sunday
• Dec. 31 Watch Night Services at St. Mark M.B.C. joined by St
John, Union Baptist and Concord Baptist

St Mark Offers...
• Sunday School is held for both children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sun. morning at 9:30 am All are
invited to come out and join us.

“Advent Is About Waiting and Anticipating”
New Philadelphia welcomes the joy and optimism of another Advent season. The
church family feels fully instructed by God about meaning of waiting and anticipating.

Patience at Philadelphia'is knowing God answers prayer in His timing and divine
planning. A believer’s patient optimism will always be blessed by God.

One message of

Advent is, God Keeps His Word!
The word itself (Advent) means “coming.” The family of God views this season as a

time of preparation and reflection in anticipation of Christmas, the celebration of birth of

baby Jesus! Throughout this season, Christians also acknowledge and await the promised
second coming of Jesus Christ.

Advent also commences the ecclesiastical year. This historical act occurred during

fourth (and fifth) century when Christmas was considered a Christian festival. The church
during this period celebrated the birth of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, and look forward to the

coming new year. Fasting was observed by those who seriously wanted to become part of

Christian family dining Epiphany on. January 6. Advent thus becomes a time for every
Christian church to seriously be mindful of second Advent of Jesus, the Christ’s return!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St Mark Missionary Baptist Church underthe leadership of
its dynamic, spirited man ofGod, the Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown,
its official staffof deacons and trustees, and the entire congregation of
St. Mark, extend to the community at large its wishes that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its central theme a
belief that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in unity, praising
God for Hisawesome gift, His son Jesus Christ

Our early morning worship begins at 7:45 a.m., church school at 9:30 a.m. and
mid-morning worship at 10:45 a.m. There is room for all as the SHIP moves forward with
the vision God has given to Pastor John A. Evans, Sr.

The Deacons of Friendship will render the devotional service and the Friendship Adult
Choir will lift their voices in songs of praise to glorify our Father in heaven. The first
Sunday ushers will greet visitors as they enter our hallowed doors.

8:30 a.m.
Prayer Breakfast
7:00 p.m.
Leadership Training
6:00 p.m.
Laymen Happy Hour
Youth Ministry Academic Recognition 10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
Memorial Service
10:00 p.m.
Watch Night Service

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (Prayer, Understanding
and Spiritual Healing)

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s appointed and anointed under shepherd and the entire
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church family, gladly welcome each of you
this coming Sunday into God’s house. With arms open wide, we welcome each of you.

Our Thelme: “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism, One Church.”

December Upcoming Events

1
3-5
7
9
16
31

Come worship with us at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

■ Baptist Training Union is each Sun. at 3:00 p.m. Members and
the general public are invited to come out and study the Bible with
us and leam “What Baptists Believe”.
* Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every Mon. at
6:00 pm Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
* Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every Tries, at 7:00 pm
• Senior Hour of Power Bible Study is held every Thurs. at 9:30 am
* PrayerMeeting and Bible Study every Thurs. evening at 7:00 pm
•St Mark After School Tritoring Ministry: Neighbors Involved
in Kids Education (N.I.KE.). Open to all school age children
every Tries., Wed,, and Thurs. from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm
• Destination Graduation Phase II is now in progress and offers
certified teachers, Counselors and FCAT Specialists each Tries,
and Wed. evening from 6:30-7:30 pm Tries, are for high school
seniors only needing assistance with applying for colleges,
financial aid and scholarships, and writing essays for college
admissions and scholarships. Wed. nights are for ages 4 years to 18
years. Certified teachers are available to assist with reading com
prehension and application; reading readiness for children 4 to 6
years; Literary analysis/reading comprehension for Middle and
High School as well as FCAT, ACT and SAT preparation for those
who still need to pass or make a good score on these tests.
• St Mark Technology Lab: The St Mark Computer Lab will be
open and available for use on Tues. and Wed. evenings from 5:30
pm to 7:30 pin.

Join Us In Our Call To A
Prayer & Fasting Shut-In Service
Friday, December 7- 8,2007 • 9:00 p.m. - 6:00 a.m.

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church
919 Twentieth Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Scripture Readings:

Bring Your Youth :

Jeremiah 17:5-10 and Romans 6:6-18

Youth Shut-In Scripture

Daniel 3:10-18 andLuke 15:11-32

Teachings of:

Topics of Discussion:

The Church Body 1 Corinthians 12:11-27

• Prayer of Recognizing Who God.Is

How Do We Grow -

• Prayer of Thankfulness to God

2 Peter 1:2-10

• Prayer of God’s Mercy Upon Us

How to Walk in My Ministry (And He Gave)

Dressing for Success Ephesians 5:10-18

My Relationship with God and Man
through Worship

'The prayers of the righteous ore

powerful and ef^ctive." — )mtt 5;M

Gardner Taylor, Dean Of American Preachers, Confronts The Challenges Of Aging
crestfallen,” Taylor said in a
recent interview at his Raleigh
home. “I forced myself, or led
myself, to believe that there are
Rev. Gardner C. Taylor is giving
seasons and eras, and we have to
away most of his books.
He’s gathering copies of all
see what they are as best as we
his sermons - about 2,000 of can and to find what is positive in
them.”
them - for an archive. He has
already sent his Presidential
The grandson of slaves,
Taylor
overcame the segregated
Medal of Freedom to an Atlanta
South of his childhood to earn a
school for display there.
bachelor’s degree at Oberlin
“You come to a time,” Taylor
College. He moved easily among
said, “when you want to be
white
Christians at a time when it
shedding and unloading?4
was unusual for a black American
At age 89, the AfricanAmerican pastor known as the
to do so. He prodded white
churchgoers, using his eloquence
dean of American preaching is
winding down his life’s work. His
and deep knowledge of Scripture,
to live up to their avowed
public appearances are rare now,
after decades of traveling the
religious beliefs and fight racism.
world to speak, and he is strug
He was a friend and confidant
gling with his new limitations.
of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Since my health is not what
He helped found the Progressive
it was and I had to give up
National Baptist Convention,
engagements, I at first felt rather. which gave King a national
BY RACHEL ZQLL
AP RELIGION WRITER
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) - The

religious base for his advocacy at
a time when several older black
Baptist leaders had rejected his
tactics.
When Taylor moved North,
like so many African-Americans
of his generation, he turned a
New York congregation - the
Concord Baptist Church of Christ
- into a center of black economic
and political empowerment. In
2000, President Clinton awarded
him the Medal of Freedom.
The
Interdenominational
Theological Center in Atlanta, a
consortium of predominantly
African-American
seminaries,
opened the Gardner C. Taylor
Archive and Preaching
Laboratory, with audio, video and
text of his sermons last month.
Recordings of his preaching are
still top-sellers at Concord
Baptist, 17 years after Taylor
retired as senior pastor.

Taylor uses a cane now, but is
still imposing at 6-foot-l. His
crown of gray curls is thin and a
weariness has crept into his voice.
Yet, when he speaks, even in
everyday
conversation,
the
rumble and rhythmic flow that
won him so many accolades
remains. Richard Lischer, a
professor of preaching at Duke
Divinity School, said Taylor
could win applause just by
reading out loud and “deliver it up
without making himself the
center of attention.”
The pastor and his wife,
Phillis, live in a subdivision of
brick homes where the only
sound breaking the quiet on a
recent weekday was the cawing
1 of birds. Despite his surround
ings, he has been troubled lately
by what he calls a “nervousness.”
“the strangest thing about it

is it attacks me as the weekend

comes, because I was so long at
this. I think it’s an occupational
hazard,” Taylor said. “Since I’ve
had this, I’ve talked to a number
of pastors who tell me that they
have a restlessness on Saturday.”
In his interview with the AP,
he described the Bible as a
“document for the outcast” that
“only an oppressed people can
more easily grasp.” The segregat
ed South was a “a strange kind of
entity.” And the Gospel “has been
captured by the culture, so it has
become sometimes a pale reflec
tion, sometimes an all too vivid
reflection, of what the culture is.”
The closest Taylor came to
having a national platform was
when NBC radio broadcast his
sermons starting in the 1950’s. He,
said many of the listeners had no
idea he was African-American.
One Mississippi woman wrote to
him, saying she was the daughter

of a Confederate soldier and her
maiden name was Taylor and she
wondered if they were related.
“I did not send her a picture
of myself,” he said, laughing.
“But I wrote and told her I
doubted it.”
Taylor is working with his
doctors to get well enough to
preach more often, but likely
won’t return to the full schedule of
teaching, lecturing and speaking
that filled the early years of his
retirement. Despite a lifetime of
accomplishments, he said he is
both “eager and scared” about the
prospect of preaching now.
“I haven’t done it in a while,”
he said. “I have the fear that I
guess all people have of ‘How
competent am I?’ I don’t want, to
be honest, to mar the face of what
I’ve tried to do or say because I
am weaker. I don’t want to do
that.”
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yvonne C- 'Reed Christian School for Grades K-5

Where Minds and Spirits Soar

It’s not too late!!
Call today to enroll your child and be sure to ask about the
Up For Students Scholarships that cover the FULL tuition amount for
low-income families.
t .

■

Call us at (727) 321-2999
YVoiine C- "Reed Christian School 3455 26* Avenue South £t. Petersburg, PL ssm (727) 321-2999

LU #8816

DEL

SELECTED PEPSI PRODUCTS >

■5

BUY FOUR 12-PACKS

Publix
Fried Chicken
Tenders..................... ..
Assorted Varieties, Hot or Chilled,
Fried in Trans Fat Free Oil,
Fresh From the Publix Deli

O.Q

Large Florida
Pink Shrimp........
lb

8.99,

Previously Frozen,
21 to 25 per Pound

SAVE UP TO 4,00 LB

18-Pack
Budweiser Beer............. iZ«4-y
Assorted Varieties, 12-oz can or bot.

410.00
F* E

GET ONE 12-PACK
EE

(6-Pack Bacardi Malt Beverage,
Assorted Varieties, 12-oz bot.... 6.49) ,

SAVE UP TO 1.00

*

SURPRISINGLY LOW PRICE

SAVfi UR TO »40 LB

Publix.

j

Coupon effective December 6 - December 12,2007.

I

Prices effective Thursday, December 6 through Wednesday, December 12, 2007.
Only in the Following Counties: Sumter, Collier, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Polk and Osceola.

Prices not effective at Publix Sabor. Quantity Rights Reserved.

1

Limit one deal per coupon per customer.
Customer is responsible for all applicable taxes. [
This couporl is non-transferable.

www.publix.com/ads

A
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